 Sunday Church School Lesson 02/10/08
“Called to Repent”

Lesson: Luke 13:1-9
Background Scriptures: Luke chapter 13
Time: Judea about A.D. 29
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

Today’s passage from Luke is set during what has been called “the later Judean ministry” of Jesus.  Combining Luke 10:1 – 13:21 with John 7:11 – 10:39 will give us the fullest picture we can have of this particular facet of Jesus’ work.  The Gospels of Matthew and Mark do not record Jesus’ work during this period.
A theme of Jesus in the two chapters immediately preceding Luke 13 is the need for spiritual preparedness.  He taught the necessity for living lives of light, not darkness (Luke 11:35).  He exhorted the crowds to realize that they could not hide sin from God (12:2-3).  He warned of the sin that could not be forgiven (12:10).  He promised strength and words from the Holy Spirit in the time of trials before the religious authorities (12:11-12).  He illustrated the folly of a man who cared more for his wealth than for his soul (12:16-21).  He instructed His followers to be ready for any coming crisis (12:35).
There is no more significant aspect to spiritual preparation than repentance.  The fruitful spiritual life cannot be found without consistent self-examination and purging of sinful attitudes.  We cannot love sin and God at the same time.  God will not stand for it.  God is a jealous God (Deuteronomy 4:24), one who will have nothing to do with the devotion of His people to fictitious gods.  
Jesus understood the preaching of repentance to be at the core of His ministry (see Luke 5:32).  The thirteenth chapter of Luke contains the words of our Savior on this matter, a man who needed no repentance because He was without sin.

Lesson Aims:

1. Tell what Jesus said about repentance in light of tragedy and the need to bear fruit.
2. Articulate the biblical connections between sin, repentance, and spiritual fruit.
3. Address one area of your life in which repentance and/or the bearing of more fruit is needed.
Golden Text – “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  (Luke 13:3)
I. Repentance Taught Through Tragedy (Luke 13:1-5)
A. A recent tragedy (Luke 13:1)
“There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.”
As Jesus was teaching, some came to inform Him that Pilate had brutally massacred some Galileans.  The verb “were present” implies that they had just arrived and “told” implies that they made an announcement.  So they were probably coming to give Jesus news of an event that had just occurred.
The tragedy had happened in the temple area in Jerusalem.  Some Galileans had gone there to offer sacrifices, and Pilate had killed them as they were doing so or preparing to do so.  This was vividly described as mixing their blood with their sacrifices.  
Whatever the occasion for the massacre, it was the more horrible because it occurred during the Galilean’s act of worship.  Those reporting it to Jesus probably wanted to get His opinion about such a sacrilegious act and perhaps the political implications of it.  Knowing His supernatural power, they may also have expected Him to use it to avenge the deaths of His fellow Galileans.  Or they may have wanted to know His theological interpretation of such an event.

B.  A lesson drawn for tragedy (Luke 13:2-3)
“And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaens were sinners above all Galilaens, because they suffered such things?

I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”

If Jesus’ questioners were expecting political commentary, they were disappointed.  He instead raised a theological question: “Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?”  This was a common Jewish response to such calamities.
Jesus categorically denied this reasoning: “I tell you, Nay” (Luke 13:3).  He did not deny the general connection between a sinful world and the tragedies that befall human beings, nor did He rule out the possibility that in specific cases tragedy was a punishment for personal sin.  But He did reject the judgmental attitude that labeled victims as worse sinners.
Jesus maintained that since all people are sinners, none deserve to escape God’s judgment and wrath.  Unless His listeners repented, they would also perish.  People should not be observing who dies and speculating why it happens to them.  They should be pondering their own fate as sinners, which Jesus said would be to perish.  
There is, indeed, a fate worse than a tragic, untimely death.  It is an eternal spiritual separation from God in a place of torment.  Jesus spoke freely and frequently about this eternal doom.  (Matthew 25:41, Mark 9:43 and Luke 12:4-5)  It was logical that He should warn His audiences of its terrors, for the central purpose of His earthly mission was to save them from it.

This is the judgment that awaits everyone, said Jesus, “except ye repent” (Luke 13:3).  By repentance He meant far more than a temporary, superficial regret for sins.  The term actually means a change of mind, and in this context it means people must change their minds about their sins.  They must see them as evil, ugly, and utterly repugnant to God.  They must accept Jesus’ invitation to turn from them to God’s grace.  To reject this call is to live under God’s wrath (Romans 2:4-6).

C.  A lesson drawn from a second tragedy (Luke 13:4-5)

“Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?
I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”

 Jesus now referred to a second tragic incident known to His audience – the collapse of a tower that caused the deaths of eighteen people.  This tower was located in Siloam, the area where the south and east walls of Jerusalem intersected.  It is best-known for a reservoir at the end of a rock-cut tunnel that brought fresh water into the city.  Jesus would later send a blind man there to wash in the pool of Siloam and receive his sight (John 9:7).

Here, however, Siloam was the site of a tragic accident.  A tower, which may have been part of Jerusalem’s ancient fortifications, collapsed and fell on eighteen persons, killing them.  This tragedy happened because of natural deterioration of materials or perhaps human carelessness.

It raised the same theological question, though.  Were those on whom the tower fell more guilty than others who lived in Jerusalem?  The word translated “sinners” here is literally, “debtors.”  The implication is that their sins had put them in debt to God’s holiness and justice.  Since they were too wicked to pay Him back, He killed them.  Was this accident them, divine retribution on men who were incorrigibly wicked?

Jesus again answered with an emphatic No!  He repeated His warning that apart from repentance, all would perish and not enter the presence of God.  God was not weighing the relative enormity of human sins; even the slightest affront to His holiness was sufficient to condemn the sinner.  All stand condemned, for all sin (Romans 3:23).
We must beware of smugness.  It is not our superior righteousness but the grace of God that preserves us physically and spiritually.  Paul’s advice is necessary: “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1st Corinthians).

II. Repentance Taught through a Parable (Luke 12:6-9)
A.  Barrenness and condemnation (Luke 13:6-7)
“He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and the came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.

Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?”
Jesus followed His warnings with a parable.  The parable illustrated not only the need to repent but also the need to do so quickly.  The opportunity provided by God’s grace would soon pass.
In the purpose of planting the fig tree was obviously to product figs, but when this owner came looking, he found none.  The fig tree was not fulfilling the purpose of its very existence.
The problem with a barren fruit tree was not merely that it bore not fruit.  “Why cumbereth it the ground?” (Luke 13:7) shows that it was also taking up space that a good tree could occupy and was depleting the soil of its nutrients.  There was no good reason to keep it; in fact, the vineyard would be better off if it were cut down.

Through the parable Jesus taught that God had every right to expect the fruits of repentance from the people in His audience.  Indeed, the fig tree probably represents the whole nation of Israel, planted on earth to bear fruit for God.  The story resembles Isaiah’s song of the vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7), in which Judah, instead of bearing good grapes, produced worthless ones.  The Lord therefore decreed its destruction.

In Jesus’ day, Israel again was showing no sign of spiritual fruitfulness.  God therefore would have been justified in unleashing judgment (Luke 13:6-7).  The vinedresser to whom this was recommended probably represented Jesus Himself.  As the fate of the fig tree rested solely in the vinedresser’s hands, so also did the fate of Israel rest in the hands of Jesus.  And so does the fate of any sinful human being also rest in the hands of Jesus.
B.  Respite and warning (Luke 13:8-9)
And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.”
The vinedresser was reluctant to cut the tree down immediately.  He thought there was still a slight possibility of fruitfulness.  So he asked the owner to wait one more year.  During that time he would “dig about it, and dung it.”  Loosening the soil around it would make it possible for moisture to reach the roots, and fertilizing it with manure would provide nutrients that may have been lacking. The tree was given every advantage it needed to bear fruit.
The parable’s spiritual application to Israel is clear.  The nation had shown no signs of spiritual fruit bearing, even when the Messiah was present.  God would have been justified in destroying His people.  But Jesus, in infinite patience and grace, continued to provide more opportunities for them to come to their spiritual senses.
The lessons of this parable extend beyond Israel to human beings in general.  Every one of us, like the fig tree, has been created to honor, glorify, and product fruit for God.  Time after time He comes looking for fruit but finds none.  He is patient and gracious, withholding judgment from those who deserve it.  The forbearance of God is truly amazing, as manifested even in His sparing of wicked king Ahab from judgment (1st Kings 21:29).
God is love, and in His love He sent His Son to be the Savior of sinful mankind.  Jesus did everything necessary for sinners to be reconciled to God.  How it must grieve Him to see people despise His gift!  He is also holy, and His holiness demands that sin be punished.  If sinners refuse to accept the forgiveness purchased by Jesus’ blood, He has no choice but to punish them.  But He waits patiently and warns.  How seriously do we take His warnings?

General Comments and Conclusions:

· We should not feel superior to those who appear to be suffering under God’s punishment (Luke 13:1-2).
· God’s judgment will fall on everyone who refuses to repent and trust in Him (vs. 3).
· Knowing the tragedies that seem to happen constantly should teach us to trust God (vs. 4-5).
· God expects good fruit to result because of all He does in our lives (vs. 6-7).
· If we cannot product fruit right away, we should trust the Holy Spirit to work in us (vs. 8).
· If we do not product fruit, God may not continue working with us (vs. 9).
· Pilate may have killed the Galileans because he thought they were rebelling against Rome, those killed by the Tower of Siloam may have been working for the Romans on an aqueduct there.  The Pharisees, who were opposed to using force to deal with Rome, would have said the Galileans deserved to die for rebelling.  The Zealots, a group of anti-Roman terrorists, would have said the aqueduct workers deserved to die for cooperating.  Jesus said that neither the Galileans nor the workers should be blamed for their calamity.  Instead, everyone should look to his or her own day of judgment.
· Whether one is killed in a tragic accident or miraculously survives it is not a measure of righteousness.  Everyone will die; that’s part of being human.  But not everyone needs to stay dead.  Jesus promises that those who believe in him will “not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16)
· In the Old Testament, a fruitful tree was often used as a symbol of godly living (see for example Psalm 1:3 and Jeremiah 17:7-8).  Jesus p0ointed out what would happen to the other kind of tree – the kind that took time and space and still produced nothing for the patient gardener.  This was one way he warned his listeners that God would not tolerate forever their lack of productivity.  Have you been enjoying God’s special treatment without giving anything in return?  If so, respond to the Gardener’s patient care, and begin to bear the fruit God has created you to product.
· The Greek word for repentance, “metanoia,” is composed of two parts: “meta” meaning change and “noia” meaning mind.

· Is it Repentance?

· Regret is being sorry – mentally (like King Saul)

· Remorse is being sorry –mentally and emotionally (like Judas)

· Repentance is being sorry – mentally, emotionally, and volitionally (like Peter)

· “Repentance is that mighty change in mind, heart, and life, wrought by the Spirit of God”  - Archbishop Richard Trench

· Repentance is a change of mind about sin and self and the Savior” by Vance Havner

· “A thousand years of remorse over a wrong ace would not please God as much as a change of conduct and a reformed life” by A. W. Tozer

· “Does ‘repent and believe the gospel’ imply that the sinner must do two things to be saved, and not one only?  The exhortation is really only one requirement.  The instruction, “Leave London and go to Los Angeles,” sounds like a two-fold request, but it really is only one; it is impossible to  Los Angeles without first leaving London” by J. Edwin Orr

Questions from the Lesson:

1. What tragedy befell some Galileans as they worshiped?
2. What theological question did Jesus raise that was based on this tragedy?
3. Is God’s judgment reserved for the worst sinners?  Explain.
4. What fate awaits all those who do not repent?
5. How did the second tragedy to which Jesus referred differ from the first one?
6. What attitude should we avoid when hearing of calamities?
7. Why did the owner in the parable want the fig tree removed?
8. What did the vinedresser propose to do instead of cutting the tree down?
9. How did Jesus’ parable portray God’s dealings with Israel?
10. What lesson does Jesus’ parable have for unrepentant sinners?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Luke 
Chapter 13:1-9
Verse 3

[3] I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

Ye shall all likewise perish — All ye of Galilee and of Jerusalem shall perish in the very same manner. So the Greek word implies. And so they did. There was a remarkable resemblance between the fate of these Galileans and of the main body of the Jewish nation; the flower of which was slain at Jerusalem by the Roman sword, while they were assembled at one of their great festivals. And many thousands of them perished in the temple itself, and were literally buried under its ruins.

Verse 6
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[6] He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.

A man had a fig tree — Either we may understand God the Father by him that had the vineyard, and Christ by him that kept it: or Christ himself is he that hath it, and his ministers they that keep it. Psalms 80:8. etc.

Verse 7

[7] Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?

Three years — Christ was then in the third year of his ministry. But it may mean only several years; a certain number being put for an uncertain.

Why doth it also cumber the ground? — That is, not only bear no fruit itself, but take up the ground of another tree that would.

PAGE  
5

