 Sunday Church School Lesson 02/24/08
“Called to be a Disciple”

Lesson: Luke 14:25-33
Background Scriptures: Luke chapter 14
Time: Perea about A.D. 30
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

Church folk are very familiar with the term disciple.  When we study the New Testament, we quickly encounter the disciples of Jesus Christ.  Some of these are later described as apostles, and their names are familiar to us: Peter, James, John, Andrew, etc.  It is easy to assume, therefore, that disciple is the title of some type of specially qualified follower of Jesus.
To go no further than this is to misunderstand who a disciple was in the world of Jesus.  In Jesus’ day, the term disciple was drawn from the type of educational system they practiced.  A disciple was simply the student of a chosen teacher.  The teacher in Jesus’ Jewish world was known as a rabbi.  In the New Testament, this term is used many times as a title for Jesus.  A rabbi had students who followed him and learned from him.
There is a question as to who chose the disciples in the ancient world.  Some believe that disciples were hand-selected by the teacher (that is “by invitation only”).  Others think that potential disciples attached themselves to a teacher by mutual consent, but that the initial contact was made by the student.
Both ways probably were used.  Paul was sent at a young age to study under the famous Jerusalem rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).  This was probably the result of Paul’s father’s choice and Gamaliel’s agreement.
While this relationship existed, Paul was Gamaliel’s disciple.  The Gospels show Jesus inviting individuals to discipleship with the simple call, “Follow me” (example Luke 5:27).  We also see a time when disciples of Jesus were offended by His message and chose to follow Him no longer, thus ending the teacher-disciple relationship (John 5:66).

Luke 14 is part of Jesus’ “later Perean ministry.”  The chapter opens with a challenge to Jesus for healing a man on the Sabbath.  Such incidents became occasions for Jesus to give instructions to His disciples and to the crowds.  In today’s lesson, Jesus addresses the crowds with teachings on the nature of discipleship.
Lesson Aims:

1. Identify some marks of disciples that set them apart from non-disciples.
2. Compare and contrast the cost of discipleship in the first century with the cost in the twenty-first century.
3. Give up one habit, belief, or possession that is distracting you from full discipleship.
Golden Text – “Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  (Luke 14:27)
I. Demands of Discipleship (Luke 14:25-27)
A. Numerous aspirants (Luke 14:25)
“And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them.”
Jesus taught in a previous parable that multitudes should be invited into the kingdom (vs. 23).  Now He was among those multitudes in Perea as He was going to Jerusalem one last time.  It is noteworthy that, in spite of growing official opposition to His ministry, He was still popular among the common people.
Jesus knew that popular appeal was not the same as devotion.  Even those who seemed to be giving wholehearted support needed to know what true discipleship would cost.  So He used strong language to test their dedication.
This strong language was warranted for at least two reasons.  First, opposition to Jesus had hardened, and He knew what lay ahead for both Himself and His followers.  If they were to withstand this pressure, they had to make a clear choice.  Jesus would ask them to renounce earthly relationships and even themselves.
Second, the people in these crowds were a mixed group with mixed motives.  Some were curious onlookers; others were would-b followers.  Even among the potential followers the motives varied.  Some wanted Him to supply their physical needs.  Indeed, some in Galilee had already tried to make Him king for this reason.  Others hoped to see Him overthrow Roman rule.  Still others were spiritually sincere, but had no idea what discipleship costs.

B.  A Stringent requirements (Luke 14:26-27)
“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

And whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

What then, did the Messiah require?  He asked for renunciation of family ties and of a person’s claim to himself.  One had to “hate” his relatives as well as his own life.  This is one of the so-called hard sayings of Jesus, and it must have shocked His audience.  Jewish people for whom family relationships were the most important social ties.  And Jesus left no part of the family untouched by this demand – parents, children, spouses, or siblings.
Jesus was not requiring literal hatred in the sense of inner dislike or malice, for this would have contradicted the command to honor one’s parents (Exodus 20:12).  Nor did He advocate literally hating oneself, for elsewhere He emphasized the command to love one’s neighbor as oneself.  Rather, He was asking for a loyalty so complete that all other loyalties would appear as hatred in comparison.
Jesus Himself had set the example of making earthly ties secondary.  When told that His mother and brothers were seeking Him, He pointed to His disciples and said, “Behold my mother and my brethren!  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father…in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”  Spiritual ties had assumed the higher place in His life.
A true disciple had to be willing to face daily the prospect of suffering and death for Jesus’ sake.  When a condemned man carried his cross to the place of execution, he was thereby acknowledging the justice of the sentence laid upon him (though it might not be just at all).  Jesus bore that disgrace, and every disciple subjected himself to the same disgrace in following Him.
As Jesus later told the Twelve in the upper room, the injustice meted out to Him would be their lot as well.  The disciple could expect no better treatment than that of his Lord.  If the Lord was separate from and hated by the world, the disciple must expect the same.  The anticipation of anything better was unrealistic.

II. Demands of Discipleship Illustrated (Luke 14:28-33)
A.  The builder (Luke 14:28-30)
“For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

Les haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.”
To stress the importance of weighing the consequences of discipleship carefully, Jesus gave two practical illustrations.  The first was the man who made plans to build a tower.  Towers were important as defenses against enemy attack in fortifications and walled cities.  But sometimes private individuals, as her build towers to protect their property, such as flocks and herds of vineyards.
But a tower was expensive.  The prospective builder had to be sure he had enough money and materials to finish it.  He could not just react to his need or his whim; he had to sit down and calculate the cost of materials and labor.  Then he had to take stock of his resources to see whether he could afford to build it.
In the same way, a prospective disciple could ill afford to decide to follow Jesus on the basis of emotional attachment, intellectual curiosity, or temporary social influence.  He needed to reflect on who Jesus was, what His demands were, and what lay ahead.  Discipleship was surely worth the price it cost; but did the prospect have what it took to see it through?
In his illustration Jesus projected what would happen if the builder started his project without the resources to finish it.  He would build the foundation and then discover he had run out of money.  He would have no choice but to stop.  And there the unfinished building would stand, a monument to the folly of a man who had not stopped to count the cost of building.
The same fate awaits the person who hastily decides to follow Jesus.  He plunges into building his life and joins others in building the church, but then he discovers there are costs he had not anticipated.  He may lose status in the community, be hated by his family, or face opposition at work.  He finds that the Lord wants control over his time, speech, and money.  He says, “I did not know it would be like this.”
B.  The king (Luke 14:31-32)
“Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.”
Jesus’ second example of the need to weigh the consequences of discipleship was a king considering waging war.  To succeed he must calculate whether he can win against his rival’s larger force.  The essential element in the illustration is again the need to count the cost before undertaking the endeavor.
The king in the story knows that his enemy has an army twice the size of his.  He therefore sits down and deliberates whether there is any way he can defeat him.  There have been many7 such victories against the odds, but the king cannot take victory for granted and rush into battle.  His zeal is no substitute for good reasoning.
Upon thinking the matter through, if the king concludes that he cannot win with the resources he has, he would be better off sending a delegation to his rival to seek peace without fighting.  This would not be desirable, and the terms of peace he would be able to negotiate might fall short of what he wants.  But it is preferable to the disaster he would probably suffer in battle.  Humiliating though it may be, this king concludes after counting the cost that he does not have what it takes to win.
This illustration had a potent message for prospective disciples.  They had to know that casting their lot with Jesus would plunge them into a great conflict.  Jesus’ enemies were becoming ever stronger, and He would become more unpopular.  Before long the forces against Him would greatly outnumber His dedicated followers.  To outward appearances, His cause was doomed.
As we know, outward appearances were wrong.  Jesus emerged victorious from all that His enemies inflicted upon Him.  But disciples at that time could not yet see the full picture, and the times ahead would try their souls.  They would therefore have to ponder whether they could persevere through the stormy times to come.

Can we be faithful disciples in this atmosphere?  Victory in Christ is certain in spite of the present odds, but we must daily claim it by faith (John 16:33).  Whoever enters this conflict without first counting the cost will most likely be defeated and the Lord’s enemies will laugh and blaspheme His name because of such a person.
B.  The principle (Luke 14:33)

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”
Our lesson ends with a principle that sums up Jesus’ teaching throughout this entire passage.  Whoever does not forsake all that he has cannot be Jesus’ disciple.  At first this may seem to be merely a call to renounce all material possessions, and surely it includes that.  Nothing can be more damaging to discipleship than attachment to one’s possessions, and the prospective disciple must decide where his affections lie.

Jesus does not demand of everyone, as He did of the rich young ruler, that they sell everything and give to the poor (Luke 18:22).  But He does ask that we renounce our right to own things.  We hold all things as stewards of their true Owner.  Unless our possessions are yielded to Him, our discipleship will always be halfhearted.

But Jesus’ principle goes beyond material possessions to anything that we might hold dear.  It covers those family relationships of which He spoke earlier (Luke 14:26) as well as our claim to life itself (vs. 26-27).  Whatever would lay claim to our affections and loyalty must be subordinated to the sovereignty of Jesus Christ.  Paul understood this principle and practiced it Philippians 3:4-8).  Do we practice it?

General Comments and Conclusions:

· We serve God best when we love Him most, even more than our own family (Luke 14:25-26).
· We show we love God when we are willing to suffer for Him (vs. 27).
· It is never a casual decision to accept Christ and then follow Him (vs. 28-30).
· If we are wise, when we experience persecution for our faith, it is no surprise (vs. 31).
· Without God’s power, the opposition is too strong for us (vs. 32).
· We should be willing to give up anything for God (vs. 33).
· Jesus’ audience was well aware of what it meant to carry one’s own cross.  When the Romans led a criminal to his execution site, he was forced to carry the cross on which he would die.  This showed his submission to Rome and warned observers that they’d better submit too.  Jesus gave this teaching to get the crowds to think through their enthusiasm for him.  He encouraged the superficial either to go deeper or to turn back.  Following Christ means total submission to him – perhaps even death.
· When a builder doesn’t count the cost or figures it inaccurately, his building may be left half completed.  Will your Christian life be only half built and then abandoned because you did not count the cost of commitment to Jesus?  What are those costs?  A Christian may face loss of social status or wealth.  He may have to give up control over his money, his time, or his career.  He may be hated, separated from his family, and even put to death.  Following Christ does not mean a trouble-free life.  We must carefully count the cost of becoming a disciple of Christ so that we know what we are getting into and are not later tempted to turn back.
Questions from the Lesson:

1. What were the circumstances in which Jesus gave instruction about discipleship?
2. Why did Jesus use strong language to challenge the disciples?
3. In what sense did Jesus advocate hating one’s relatives?
4. What did bearing one’s cross mean to prospective disciples?
5. What was the fate of the builder (and the disciple) who did not first calculate the cost?
6. What difficult decision did the king in Jesus’ parable have to make?
7. Why would it be difficult for disciples to follow Jesus consistently?
8. What kind of warfare are Christians today involved in?
9. What principle sums up Jesus’ teaching on discipleship?
10. Why are material possessions such a danger to disciples?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Luke 
Chapter 14:25:33
Verse 26

[26] If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

If any man come to me, and hate not his father — Comparatively to Christ: yea, so as actually to renounce his field, oxen, wife, all things, and act as if he hated them, when they stand in competition with him. Matthew 10:37.

Verse 28

[28] For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

And which of you intending to build a tower — That is, and whoever of you intends to follow me, let him first seriously weigh these things.

Verse 31

[31] Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

Another king — Does this mean, the prince of this world? Certainly he has greater numbers on his side. How numerous are his children and servants!

Verse 33

[33] So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

So — Like this man, who, being afraid to face his enemy, sends to make peace with him, every one who forsaketh not all that he hath - 1. By withdrawing his affections from all the creatures; 2. By enjoying them only in and for God, only in such a measure and manner as leads to him; 3. By hating them all, in the sense above mentioned, cannot be my disciple - But will surely desist from building that tower, neither can he persevere in fighting the good fight of faith.
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