 Sunday Church School Lesson 04/20/08
“Faith Without Compromise”

Lesson: Daniel 6:4-7, 10, 16, 19, 21, 25-26
Background Scriptures: Daniel chapter 6:1- 28
Time: Babylon about 539 - 525 B.C.
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

In Daniel 5, we learn that there has been a regime change.  The Babylonian Empire, which carried many Jews into exile, has come to an end.  The famous handwriting on the wall of Daniel 5:25-28 predicted that collapse.  The year was about 539 BC.
With this change in regime came a new foreign policy.  The Persians believed in sending exiled people home and helping them reestablish their old ways of life.  That included religious practices and local governance.  As long as those being resettled maintained the peace and paid regular tribute to the Persians, they could govern themselves somewhat independently.
Not all Jews accepted this invitation to go home.  Daniel apparently was among these.  In fact, Daniel seemed to be prospering even more under the Persian rule.  We learn in Daniel 6:1-3 that Daniel proved superior to all others ad Darius the Mede began appointing local rulers.  Daniel was on the verge of becoming second-in-command to the Persian king.
Daniel’s status as an exile from a distant land probably strengthened his position.  As the new regime settled in, the leaders probably wanted to avoid having Babylonian sympathizers occupying positions of power that could be used as a launching pad for a revolt.  Perhaps Darius sought to appoint Daniel over such rulers because Daniel could be trusted to keep them in line and would not be swayed by bribes.  In any case, the local rulers felt threatened by the prospect of Daniel’s promotion (Daniel 6:1-3).  So they sought to do away with him.
Lesson Aims:

1. Retell the story of Daniel and the lion’s den.
2. Explain whey Daniel could not pray with the window closed, and compare that with situations in which Christians must take their faith public in spite of opposition.
3. Give thanks to God for the strength to resist idolatrous practices and friends.
Golden Text – “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; an , his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before God, as he did aforetime.”  (Daniel 6:10) 
I. Deception (Daniel 6:4-7, 10, 16
A. Daniel’s character (Daniel 6:4-5)
“Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”
The administration of King Darius consisted of 120 princes who served under three presidents (vs. 1-2).  Daniel became the chief president because “an excellent spirit was in him” (vs. 3).  He evidently was known for his integrity and honesty, as well as the special gifts that had become known in earlier administrations.  History makes no mention of Darius the Mede by name.  He was most likely a general under Cyrus, the Persian king, although some think he may have been Cyrus himself by another name.
When the other leaders saw that Daniel was preferred over them, they developed a spirit of jealousy that caused them to determine to find a way to discredit him in the eyes of the king.  Since these leaders were in place to ensure that the king would suffer no loss or injury, we know that they were involved in economic issues.  When efforts were made to find a flaw in Daniel’s work, it was soon discovered that there were no weaknesses there.  He was completely honest and above board in his handling of the king’s affairs.
Daniel’s reputation was so good that his enemies could find no fault in his faithful service to the king.  We should note that Daniel was now in his eighties, and it is very possible that many of his enemies were younger and ambitious, hoping to advance in Darius’s administration.  Daniel’s integrity stood, in their minds, as a hindrance to getting him out of their path to advancement.
Those who live without consideration for God will always be opposed to those who love God and serve Him.  They will always think that they are being hindered by then.
Daniel had done nothing to warrant their opposition.  It was jealousy in their hearts that moved them to try to discredit him.  Daniel did not react or go to extreme measures to protect himself.  He left matters in God’s hands.  We will soon see that God was more than able to take care of him.

B.  The rulers’ petition (Daniel 6:6-7)
“Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever.

All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counselors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.”

A deceptive plan was devised, and the rulers gathered before the king.  The Hebrew word translated “assembled” here means “to gather tumultuously.”  So this was not a quiet assembly intended for a peaceful discussion.  They were so eager to present their case that they could hardly wait to see the king and tell him their idea.  No doubt they felt very confident that they had come up with a foolproof plan to get rid of Daniel.
The only avenue available to Daniel’s enemies was his relationship with God.  He was a monotheist living in a pagan land where his religious beliefs were hated.  At the same time, his enemies knew of his devotion to his God and were certain he would never waver from that devotion.
After the obligatory salute to the king’s health and immortality, they told Darius that all the presidents, princes, counselors, and captains of the nation had consulted together and come up with a proposal that they deemed should be a royal statute.  This, of course, was not a true statement, because Daniel and his friends had not been included in the decision.  The decree they requested was that no person in the kingdom should ask any petition of any god or man for thirty days – only the king was to be petitioned (or prayed to).
King Darius had a big ego and he was receptive to this decree.  Ancient kings were frequently worshiped as gods.  Pagans had such inferior views of their gods that such homage was no problem.  Darius was, no doubt, greatly flattered to think that all his rulers and wise men considered him worthy of such exaltation and worship.  He was duped by flattery into believing that his advisors had no malicious motives in their hearts.
The accompanying punishment to this decree was that if anyone ignored it, that person would be thrown to the lions.  If Darius established this decree and signed it into law, it would be unchangeable (Daniel 6:8), because the Medo-Persian kings did not have the same arbitrary authority that the Babylonian kings had enjoyed.  Once Darius put his signature on the decree, even he himself could not rescind any aspect of it.  Surely as he signed the decree (vs. 9), Daniel’s enemies traded gleeful glances with one another for they have set a death trap for Daniel.
C.  The king’s dilemma (Daniel 6:10, 16)

“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions.  Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.”

It was not long before Daniel heard of the new decree.  Being the man of faith that he was, however, he did not change anything about his daily prayers.  We are reminded of his three friends, who told the king that God could deliver them if He chose to do so (3:17) but that even if He chose not to save them, they would remain faithful to Him anyway (vs. 18).  That was surely how Daniel must have felt regarding this decree.  He had no fear; he would stay true to his God and trust the outcome to Him.

Daniel was away from home when he received word of the decree.  When he returned, he went to his upper room, where the windows were open facing Jerusalem (to the west).  As was his custom, he knelt down before the open windows, and prayed three times.  As he always did, he offered praise to God, giving Him thanks.  This reveals to us the perfect peace Daniel had in his heart.  In spite of the fact that his life might now be in danger, he remained deeply grateful to God.
Then his enemies assembled this time to spy on Daniel to catch him disobeying the decree – which they knew he would (Daniel 6:11).  Back into the presence of the king they quickly went, and after forcing him to acknowledge what he had signed into law (vs. 12); they told him Daniel was ignoring the decree (vs. 13).  They made certain to point out that he was showing no respect fro the king in doing so.  This, of course, was no more true than their original declaration that everyone was in on formulating the decree.

Now the king was in a terrible dilemma, because he knew Daniel was a man of integrity and could e fully trusted with the affairs of his kingdom.  He was exceedingly unhappy with himself when he realized he had been tricked.  He determined that he must find some way to save Daniel from being thrown to the lions.  But although Darius spent the rest of the day seeking some way, he found none.  Upon the renewed insistence of Daniel’s enemies, he was forced to have Daniel arrested and thrown into the lions’ den.

Showing an unusual degree of faith for a pagan, Darius voiced his hope that God would deliver Daniel.  Despite that affirmation, the king spent a sleepless night fasting and waiting to find out whether Daniel had indeed survived.

II. Deliverance (Daniel 6:19, 21, 25 – 26)
A.  An early morning discovery (Daniel 6:19, 21))
“Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.

Then  said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.”
The Hebrew word translated “den” means “pit.”  The lions were kept in an underground pit with an opening at the top where food could be given.  Out text uses the word “cast” (vs. 16) or threw, for the means used to put Daniel in this pit.  It was to this den that Darius rushed at the break of dawn, hoping for the best but expecting the worst.  Although he had expressed faith in God’s ability to save Daniel, he had no personal relationship in God to give confidence in that hope.
King Darius did not know whether or not Daniel’s God would deliver him from the lions.  So he felt relief when he heard Daniel reply to his call by saying, “O king, live for ever” (vs. 21).
Daniel then explained that God had sent an angel to close the lions’ mouths.  They had been unable to harm him in any way.  More important, though, this deliverance proved that Daniel was an innocent man who had never disobeyed God or Darius.  God had both saved his life and vindicated his reputation.  Darius was overjoyed that Daniel was alive.  He immediately commanded that Daniel be released from the den.  It was obvious that Daniel had suffered no harm, and it was manifestly because of his faith in his God.
B.  A royal proclamation (Daniel 6:25-26)
“Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.

I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and steadfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end..”
Darius did two things immediately after having Daniel released from the pit.  First, he commanded that the men who had accused Daniel be thrown into the same pit, along with their entire families (vs. 24).  The miraculous deliverance of Daniel is made even more compelling by the fact that these people were overpowered and torn to pieces before they even hit the den floor!  Daniel’s God, who had protected him from these ravenous beasts, now released them to obey their natural instincts as carnivorous animals.
The second thing Darius did was issue an official proclamation regarding Daniel’s God.  It was written flamboyantly to people of every nation, race, and language throughout the world, thus ensuring that everyone in his entire kingdom would get the message.  He apparently viewed his kingdom as a worldwide one, as had Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:4).  The basic statement of the decree was that all people were to fear the God of Daniel.  This is followed by a detailed explanation about who God is and why He is to be honored by everyone.
In describing God, Darius stated that he is the living and enduring God, implying that other gods are merely unresponsive and passing fashions.  Darius continued his decree by proclaiming God’s acts: Daniel’s God delivers and rescues.  He works signs and wonders in both heaven and earth, the proof being His deliverance of Daniel from the lions.  This miracle was so impressive that it must have been done by a God who was superior to all others.
Here is food for thought:  “When you begin to excel, you will find that coworkers may look for ways to hold you back and tear you down…Conduct your whole life above reproach.  Then you will have nothing to hide, and your enemies will have a difficult time finding legitimate charges against you.”

General Comments and Conclusions:

· Piety counts for little if it does not affect our everyday lives (Daniel 6:4).
· Our faithfulness to God should be such that even our enemies can count on it (vs. 5-7).
· The actions or threats of others should not alter in the slightest our commitment to serving the Lord (vs. 10)
· A consistent testimony will have an impact even in the most unlikely places (vs. 16).
· Our faith will inspire hope and faith in others (vs. 19, 21).
· Faithfulness is a sure way to bring God honor in this world (vs. 25-26).
· As of the beginning of Chapter 6 of Daniel, Daniel was over 80 years old and one of Darius’s top three administrators.  He was working with those who did not believe in his God, but he worked more efficiently and capably than all the rest.  Thus, he attracted the attention of the pagan king and earned a place of respect.  One of the best ways to influence non-Christian employers is to work diligently and responsibly.  How do you represent God to your employer?
· The jealous officials couldn’t find anything about Daniel’s life to criticize so they attacked his religion.  If you face jealous critics because of your faith, be glad they’re criticizing that part of your life – perhaps they had to focus on your religion as a last resort!  Respond by continuing to believe and live as you should.  Then remember that God is in control, fighting this battle for you.
· In Babylon, the king’s word was the law.  In the Medo-Persian Empire, however, when a law was made, even the king couldn’t change it.  Darius was an effective government administrator, but he had a fatal flaw – pride.  By appealing to his vanity, the men talked him into signing a law effectively making himself a god for 30 days.  This law could not be broken – not even by an important official like Daniel.  Another example of the irrevocable nature of the laws of the Medes and Persians appears in Esther 8:8.
· Although Daniel knew about the law against praying to anyone except the king, he still prayed three times a day as he always had.  Daniel had a disciplined prayer life.  Our prayers are usually interrupted not by threats, but simply by the pressure of our schedules.  Don’t let threats or pressures cut into your prayer time.  Pray regularly, no matter what the situation.
· In accordance with Persian custom, this cruel punishment (designed for Daniel) was transferred to those who had conspired against the king by flattering him into an unjust action (see also Esther 7:9-10).  The king’s great anger resulted in the execution of the evil officials and their families.  So in this case, the wages of sin is death for the sinner as well as his family.
· Nebuchadnezzar believed in God because of the faithfulness of Daniel and his friends.  Now Darius was also convinced of God’s power because Daniel was faithful and God delivered him.  Although Daniel was captive in a strange land, his devotion to God was a testimony to powerful rulers.  If you find yourself in new surroundings, take the opportunity to testify about God’s power in your life.  Be faithful to God so he can use you to reach others.

Questions from the Lesson:

1. Who was involved in King Darius’s administration, and who was in the top position?
2. What kind of reputation did Daniel have among the leaders?
3. What means did Daniel’s enemies decide they would have to use in order to get him removed?
4. What petition did they present to the king, and what did they suggest in case of disobedience?
5. What was Daniel’s response to the king’s decree?
6. When did the king realize what had been done by Daniel’s enemies, and how did he feel about it?
7. How do we know that Darius was uncertain about Daniel’s survival?
8. What did Daniel’s deliverance prove about him to the king?
9. What was Darius’s proclamation about, and what did he say in it?
10. How does Daniel’s experience relate to believers today?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Daniel 
Chapter 6:4-7, 10, 16, 19, 21, 25-26
Verse 2

[2] And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.

Daniel was first — Belshazzar's promise to Daniel was, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom, chap. 5:7,16,29. The first ruler was general of the army, the second ruler of the palace, the third ruler of the land and provinces.  Belshazzar served as co-regent with his father Nabonidus.  Thus, Nabonidus was the first ruler and his son, Belshazzar the second ruler.  The person who could read the writing on the wall would be given the position third ruler of the land.
Verse 4

[4] Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

Concerning the kingdom — And so to have made him guilty of treason, or other high misdemeanors, in the king's business.

Verse 10

[10] Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Toward Jerusalem — The temple was the place where the Lord placed his name, and promised to appear, and accept his people, all being a type of Christ, through whom only sinners are accepted.

As he did aforetime — He did not abate his prayers for the king's command, nor did he break the law purposely, because he did no more than he was wont to do in serving his God.

Verse 14

[14] Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.

Displeased with himself — For having made that foolish decree.

To deliver him — To find out some way of delivering him.

Verse 20

[20] And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

Able to deliver — What he doubted of, we are sure of, that the servants of the living God, have a master who is able to deliver them and bear them out in his service.

Verse 22

[22] My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.

His angel — The same that was with the three children in the fiery furnace, whose presence made even the lion's den a strong-hold, his palace, his paradise. See the power of God over the fiercest creatures! See the care God takes of his faithful servants, especially when they are called to suffer for him! See how ready the angels are to minister to the heirs of salvation!

Verse 25

[25] Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.

In all the earth — In all that great empire. It is usual with the Turk, Tartar, Chinese, to arrogate the same universality.

DANIEL AND THE LION’S DEN

by Wayne Blank 

"It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent." 
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"Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King Darius, live forever! The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered - in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians [see Ancient Empires - Persia], which cannot be repealed." So King Darius put the decree in writing." 

"Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and Prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: "Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions' den?" 

"The king answered, "The decree stands - in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 

"Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah [see Why Babylon?], pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day." When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him." 

"Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, "Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed." 

"So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 

"A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep." 

"At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 

"Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! My God sent His angel [see Your Guardian Angel], and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in His sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." 

"The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God."
(Daniel 6:1-23)
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