 Sunday Church School Lesson 04/27/08
“Praying for the People in Crisis”

Lesson: Daniel 9:1-7, 17-19
Background Scriptures: Daniel chapter 9
Time: Babylon about 539 B.C.
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

In Daniel 5, we learn that there has been a regime change.  The Babylonian Empire, which carried many Jews into exile, has come to an end.  The famous handwriting on the wall of Daniel 5:25-28 predicted that collapse.  The year was about 539 BC.
With this change in regime came a new foreign policy.  The Persians believed in sending exiled people home and helping them reestablish their old ways of life.  That included religious practices and local governance.  As long as those being resettled maintained the peace and paid regular tribute to the Persians, they could govern themselves somewhat independently.
Not all Jews accepted this invitation to go home.  Daniel apparently was among these.  In fact, Daniel seemed to be prospering even more under the Persian rule.  We learn in Daniel 6:1-3 that Daniel proved superior to all others and Darius the Mede began appointing local rulers.  Daniel was on the verge of becoming second-in-command to the Persian king.
Daniel, a Jew, served as a captive in the king’s palace in a foreign land.  Daniel spent most of his life there, from about 606 BC (Daniel 1:1) until at least 538 BC (1:21).  More than one foreign ruler esteemed him highly (2:46-48; 5:29; 6:1-2).  More importantly, Daniel was highly esteemed by God (9:23; 10:11, 19).
Daniel 1-6 focuses on key events in the lives of four Jewish men who remained faithful to God while exiled in Babylon.  Daniel 7-12 focuses on the future from Daniel’s perspective particularly how God was to restore His people after subduing those who had oppressed them.  We are concerned with how Daniel responded to the plight of his people and how his prayer can teach us to pray.

Lesson Aims:

1. List the elements of confession and supplication in Daniel’s prayer.
2. Explain why confession is an important pre-requisite to supplication in prayer.
3. Write an intercessory prayer that includes adoration, confession, and supplication elements.
Golden Text – “Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake.”  (Daniel 9:17) 
I. Judah’s Sinful Condition (Daniel 9:1-7)
A. An understanding (Daniel 9:1-2)
“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”
The chapters of Daniel are not arranged chronologically but seem to be grouped more by subject matter.  The first verse of the ninth chapter says that what happened here took place in the first year of Darius’s reign.  Since chapter 8 is dated in the third year of Belshazzar’s reign and chapter 5 records Belshazzar’s end, that particular incident had to occur sometime between chapters 8 and 9.  Chapter 9 is one of the key chapters in the Bible explaining future events relative to Israel.
Historical records indicate that Darius the Mede was probably appointed chief administrator over Babylon by Cyrus the Persian around 539 BC.  By then Daniel had been in Babylon for over 65 years and was probably well into his eighties.  It was during the first year of the reign of Darius that Daniel came to an understanding of something he found in the writings of Jeremiah.  The term “books” in Daniel 9:2 refers to Scripture containing the prophecies of Jeremiah, which are here attested as the very words of the Lord to him.
From these scrolls of Jeremiah, Daniel learned that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years, during which the people would serve the king of Babylon.  Following that time, God would deal with Babylon for her iniquity, and the people of Judah would be allowed to begin returning to their homeland.
God had also said that when the people cried out to Him in prayer at that time, seeking and searching for Him, He would listen and respond (Jeremiah 29:12-14).  This was all the motivation Daniel needed to drive him to earnest prayer.

B.  A Prayer (Daniel 9:3-4)
“And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.

And I prayed unto the LORD by God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments.”

What drove Daniel to pray was his realiza5tion that the prophesied seventy years was almost completed.  The implication is that Daniel had now come into the full comprehension of Jeremiah’s prediction and realized that the seventy years prophesied had about run their course.  The time of the vision recorded in Daniel 9 was 538 BC, about 67 years after Jerusalem had first been captured and Daniel carried off to Babylon (605 BC).
The sincerity of Daniel is seen in his own description of how he had sought the Lord by pleading with Him in prayer, fasting, wearing sackcloth, and covering himself with ashes.  We get a clear picture of him purposely turning away form everything else that might be a distraction and concentrating on approaching God in prayer.  The word “supplications” indicates earnest entreaties.  Fasting, sackcloth, and ashes were all evidences of mourning, either in grief or in repentance, both of which were true of Daniel at this time.
It was confession, in fact, that Daniel expressed first.  His approach was to describe God’s holy chapter.  Only after that did he express his concerns.  He referred to God as “great and dreadful” (Daniel 9:4).  Indicating that He most certainly should be feared for what He might do when we disobey Him.  We do not need to live in a state of constant fright, like those who serve false gods, but neither should we take lightly the fact that God is holy and righteous.  We should not limit the fear of God to mean only some vague idea of mere respect.
Daniel knew that God keeps His promises and extends mercy to those who love Him and keep His commandments.  The problem was with the people of Israel, not with God.

C.  A confession (Daniel 9:5-6)
“We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name for our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.”

Scripture records no incident of sin to Daniel, and he is one of very few so exempted.  But he identified himself with his sinful people by using the pronoun “we” in this confession.  There is a fourfold expression of how far God’s people had strayed from Him.  Daniel confessed, “We have sinned,” meaning that they had strayed from what is right.  God’s standards of righteousness had been ignored.  Daniel confessed, ”(We) have committed iniquity,” meaning they had been crooked and perverse.  He confessed, “(We) have done wickedly,” indicating willfully evil living.  Instead of being holy, God’s people were guilty and worthy of condemnation.  Finally, Daniel confessed, “(We) have rebelled.”  
The people had ignored God’s calls for them to repent.  Daniel stated that they had ignored the prophets whom God had specifically sent to them in order to turn them back to Him.  Also, the prophets warned every level of society: kings and princes, as well as the common people.  The term “our fathers’ in Daniel 9:6 extends the guilt to many generations, not merely the one taken into captivity.  The fact that God had warned them repeatedly makes the magnitude of their sin even greater.  Israel had simply refused to listen to those who had been sent by God to warn them.
Since God’s warnings had gone to every level of society from the highest to the lowest common position, everyone was guilty.  No cone could claim innocence because of ignorance.

D.  A contrast (Daniel 9:7)

“O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.”
During the time of King Hezekiah, he sent messengers to all the people of Judah prior to their captivity and requested that the people should repent and get right with God.  These messengers had specifically warned the people not to make the same mistakes as the generations of Israel and Judah before their time, who had been punished for their evil ways.  They called them to abandon their stubbornness and become sensitive to God’s pleas.  
Because of their refusal to listen, Daniel now contrasted the unfaithfulness of the people with the righteousness of God.  While God is wholly righteous, the actions of the people made them shameful.

The Hebrew word translated “confusion” in Daniel 9:7 is “bosheth,” and it means “shame.”  It is an all-encompassing word that includes the feeling of shame, the condition of shame, and the cause of shame.  Whether the people realized it or not, they were shameful in the sight of God, who is righteous.  The reason was “we have sinned against thee” (vs. 8).  Their living have been treacherous, unfaithful, and in total rebellion against what God intended for them.  Again Daniel included himself; they were all guilty.
II. Daniel’s Sincere Requests (Daniel 9:17-19)
A.  A plea for God’s attention (Daniel 9:17)
“Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake.”
Daniel began to reflect upon the willingness of God to extend mercy and forgiveness (vs. 9).  God had not been unjust in His dealings with Israel (vs. 10-12).  He had done exactly what He had warned of in the Mosaic Law (vs. 13-14).  It was God’s mercy and willingness to forgive, however, that led Daniel to make requests of Him.  No requests had been voiced in Daniel’s prayer so far.  They begin in verse 16.
“Whatever the sins of the past, the God of mercy promises that the future can be better through His forgiveness and restoration.”  A moment of personal reflection might be in order.  We do not need to live with guilt.  God’s mercy and forgiveness are available, no matter the sin.  If you are in the throes of shame and guilt, you can know the joy of restoration if you confess your sins to God in prayer, receive His forgiveness, and change from your sinful ways.  (Read 1st John 1:9).
The temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed many years earlier.  Granted it had happened because of God’s judgment upon Judah; but because of God’s mercy, Daniel pleaded that God give attention to that temple once again.  Its present condition was one of devastation, but if God would cause His face to shine on it, things would change.  That temple had once been the center of Israel’s worship.
Temples in the ancient world demonstrated how much a nation valued their gods.  The destroyed temple in Jerusalem was a negative reflection on God.  Daniel asked, therefore, that God turn His attention back to that temple for His own sake.  The ruins of the city and temple were harming His reputation in the world.

B.  A plea for God’s mercy (Daniel 9:18)
“O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.”
One of the psalmist cried out to God, “O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth;…shew thyself.  Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the proud.  Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph?  How long shall they utter and speak hard things?  And all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?”  (Psalm 94:1-4).  
With similar thoughts Daniel asked God to listen to him and hear his requests, to open His eyes and look at them.  And this time too it was because wicked people had triumphed over God’s people.  Daniel asked God to take note of the terrible condition of desolation in Jerusalem and then listen to what Daniel requested from Him.  At the same time, he recognized that the had no righteous deeds of the people to offer in support of his requests.  He was asking rather, because God is merciful.  He is willing to forgive and to restore.
Daniel realized that Israel did not deserve to have her capital city and temple restored.  It would be only by His grace that God would extend the mercy necessary for such a restoration to take place.  We too can have the joy of the Lord restored to us.
If you need to stop right here and spend time in prayer, confessing your sins and claiming God’s forgiveness, do so.  Claim the promise that “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1st John 1:9).  With that cleansing comes the restoration we need after we have sinned.
C.  A plea for God’s forgiveness

“O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.”
The repetitious calling out to God indicates the heartfelt desperation of the old prophet, Daniel.  The Hebrew word that had been translated “hear” has the idea of listening with understanding.  Daniel’s plea was that God would not just hear his words but also would sympathize and respond with kindness.
The word translated “hearken” means “pay attention,” indicating a listening that leads to an action.  When Daniel asked God to do something and “defer not,” he was pleading with God to not delay or wait until a future time.  Daniel understood that after seventy years there was to be a restoration in Jerusalem, so he pleaded with God to act as prophesied.  It would negate prophecy for the Lord to delay any longer.

To increase the intensity of his request, Daniel reminded God that it was for His own sake that this restoration should take place.  It was also, however, for the sake of the city of Jerusalem and for the sake of those who were known to be God’s people.  Only good would come when God acted on His promise.  Disgrace and evil would come if He delayed any longer.  Daniel’s prayer was according to God’s own will.

General Comments and Conclusions:

· We cannot understand our own times if we do not understand the Bible (Daniel 9:1-2)
· Prayer is not merely mouthing requests; it is seeking the Lord and His will (vs. 3).
· The key to genuine, heartfelt confession is understanding exactly who God is and what He is like (vs. 4).
· Although our sins might harm others, they must be confessed to God, for they all are offenses against Him (vs. 5-7).
· The goal of all our prayers should be to honor the Lord, not to make life easier for ourselves (vs. 17-19).
· The story of Belshazzar’s feast (chapter 5) fits chronologically between chapters 8 and 9.  This Darius is the person mentioned in chapter 6.  The Ahasuerus mentioned here is not Esther’s husband.  The events described in the book of Esther happened about 50 years later.
· Daniel pleaded with God to bring about the promised return of his people to their land.  The prophet Jeremiah had written that God would not allow the captives to return to their land for 70 years (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10).  Daniel had read this prophecy and knew that this 70-year period was coming to an end.
· Daniel knew hot to pray.  He had read God’s words and believed them.  As he prayed, he fasted, confessed his sins, and pleaded that God would reveal his will.  He prayed with complete surrender to God and with complete openness to what God was saying to him.  When you pray, do you speak openly to God?  Examine your attitude.  Talk to God with openness, vulnerability, and honesty.
· God is merciful even to rebels, if they confess their sins and return to him.  Don’t let your past disobedience keep you from returning to God.  He is waiting for you with open arms.
· God had sent many prophets to speak to his people through the years, but their messages were ignored.  The truth was too painful to hear.  God still speaks infallibly and authoritatively through the Bible, and he also speaks through preachers, teachers, and concerned friends.  Sometimes the truth hurts, and we would rather accept soothing falsehoods.  If you are unwilling to listen to God’s Word, maybe you are trying to avoid making a painful change.  Don’t settle for a soothing lie which will bring harsh judgment.  Accepting the truth even if it is painful can bring beneficial changes to your life.
· “Confusion of faces” could also be translated as being shame-faced or ashamed.
· Daniel begged for mercy, not for help, because he knew his people didn’t deserve God’s help.  God sends his help, not because we deserve it, but because he wants to show great mercy when we need him.  If God refused to help us because of our sin, how could we complain?  But when he sends mercy even though we have sinned, how can we withhold our praise.
Questions from the Lesson:

1. From what source did Daniel discover some information that caught his attention?
2. What did Daniel learn, and why did it inspire him to pray fervently?
3. What did Daniel acknowledge about God?
4. What were the things Daniel said his people were guilty of doing in straying from the Lord?
5. How did Daniel contrast God with His people?
6. Upon what did Daniel reflect as he thought about how God might respond to his prayer for Israel?  
7. What could Daniel not offer to God as he prayed for Israel?  What did her rely on instead
8. What encouraging lesson can we learn about God’s forgiveness?
9. How can we tell that Daniel was intent on getting God to listen?
10. For whose sake was Daniel praying?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Daniel 
Chapter 9:1-7, 17-19
Verse 1

[1] In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

In the first year of Darius — That is, immediately after the overthrow of the kingdom of Babylon, which was the year of the Jews deliverance from captivity.

Of the Medes — This Darius was not Darius the Persian, under whom the temple was built, as some have asserted, to invalidate the credibility of this book; but Darius the Mede, who lived in the time of Daniel.

Verse 2

[2] In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

By books — By the sacred books.

Verse 12

[12] And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

Judged us — Whose duty it was to govern the people, and to judge their causes; wherein if there was a failure, it was a sin, and judgment upon the people, and upon the rulers and judges themselves also.

Upon Jerusalem — A place privileged many ways above all others, and punished above all others.

Verse 14

[14] Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.

The Lord watched — God's watching denotes the fit ways that he always takes to punish sinners.

Verse 17

[17] Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.

For the Lord's sake — For the sake of the Messiah: to whom the title Lord is frequently given in the Old Testament.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Chronologically Daniel chapter 9 follows 5, and is in the same year of chapter 6, when Daniel is cast into den of lions. Whether Daniel has this great vision before or after he cast into the lions den is not clear.   
 
Historical background
 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans- 
2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years specified by the word of the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
First year of Darius:  Cyrus the Great appointed Darius to rule over the Babylon.  This covered in more detail in chapter 6.  Darius the Mede was an ally of Persia, led by Cyrus the great.  The Medes were the Persian overlords prior to Cyrus the Great who rebelled against Median control.  Cyrus rebelled his Mede grandfather, and the Median generals allied with him.  Darius was likely one of his Mede generals who was 64 years of age at the time of this event.
Daniel prepares to pray
 3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. 
4 And I prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession, and said, "O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, 
 
I set my face: Daniel is a man of prayer, from the time he was taken as a captive at 14, till the last days of his life, prayer was present.  Daniel was in the habit of praying three times each day toward the city of Jerusalem.
 
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.
Daniel 6:10
Daniel had a method to his prayer and his approach to God. Daniel understood God operated through his faithful people.  Daniel understood he part of the plan’s fulfillment; through Daniel’s prayer, God would accomplish his plan. Daniel prepared himself before he approached God in prayer.  Daniel had every reason to rest on his laurels, he was there at the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign and the fall of Babylon. He was now appointed to high office in the new Persian administration. Daniel did not magnify his heart or position, but approached God in humility and awe.
He came to God with prayer and according to his Word; that His will might be accomplished. 
	 Prayer
	hllpt Tephillah
	Prayer is communication with God.  Daniel talked with God and made his

	Supplications
	!wnxt Tachanuwn
	Daniel made is requests known to God. He asked God to accomplish his will, according to his word

	Fasting
	~wc Tsowm
	By fasting ones complete attention was focused on God.  Daniel also fasted from particular types of food. See Daniel 10:3

	Sackcloth
	qX Saq
	Daniel wore garments made from rough, inexpensive material to focus his mind, and mourn for the sins of his people.

	Ashes
	rpa 'epher
	By wearing ashes, Daniel humbled himself, in appearance, because his concern was  for God’s word and His holiness.


 
Made confession: Daniel interceded for his people and himself, the reason Daniel was in Babylon and now Persia was because of the sins of his people, Israel.  God’s mercy allowed Daniel to be used, but his descendents and forefathers were punished because of their sins.  Daniel confessed the sins of the nation before God.
Daniel’s Confession
 5 "we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments. 
6 "Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land. 
7 "O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day-to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed against You. 
8 "O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 
9 "To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him. 
10 "We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets. 
11 "Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him. 
12 "And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; for under the whole heaven such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem. 
13 "As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth. 
14 "Therefore the Lord has kept the disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all the works which He does, though we have not obeyed His voice. 
We have sinned:  Daniel acknowledged the reason for Jerusalem’s punishment.  Their rebellion against God and his word.  
Prophets: The people, rulers and kings rejected the message given by God through his prophets. Jeremiah’s scroll was burned by Zedekiah king of Judah and Ahab tried to kill Elijah. Jeremiah’s messages were rejected by most people and the kings, even when they promised him they would follow whatever the Lord said whether good or bad.
The Law of Moses:  Before Israel entered the promised land they confirmed the covenant of Moses with promises of curses and blessings.  If Israel was obedient they would be blessed above all nations of the earth, if they disobeyed and turned away from God they would receive the curses of the covenant.
 
"Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known-wood and stone.
Deuteronomy 28:64
He has confirmed:  Daniel understood the truth of God’s word, he knew God kept his word and confirmed it through events.  The people were judged according to the promises God made through his prophets. If the people turned away from God, and followed after other gods, then they would receive the promises of judgment.
 
As it is written:  The evidence of God’s faithfulness is the events are fulfilled that were proclaimed before they happened.  God, by demonstrated his nature and faithfulness to his word by confirming his word in the events.  Daniel knew God was faithful to his word proclaimed through the prophets.  The destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem were in fulfillment of God’s Word.
 19 "But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them, 
20 "then I will uproot them from My land which I have given them; and this house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.
2 Chronicles 7:19-20
 The Jewish Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. according to God’s word.  The destruction of the Temple and the scattering of the people was a sign of Israel’s disobedience.
Daniel Intercedes
15 "And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made Yourself a name, as it is this day-we have sinned, we have done wickedly! 
16 "O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us. 
17 "Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord's sake cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. 
18 "O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. 
19 "O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name." 
Now o Lord
Now O Lord: The children of Israel are identified with God, the one and only Lord who brought the children out of Egypt.  God had chosen Israel to be an example in the earth to the nations of the earth.
6 "For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 
7 "The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples;
Deuteronomy 7:6-7
Made a name: Through Israel the Lord established himself in the Earth, Israel is his witnesses to earth. They as a people reflect God to the world, therefore when they sin and fall away, God for the sake of His own holiness brings judgment on the people.
10 "You are My witnesses," says the Lord, "And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me. 21 This people I have formed for Myself; They shall declare My praise. 
22 "But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob; And you have been weary of Me, O Israel.
Isaiah 43:10,21-22
Jerusalem: The city of Jerusalem is God’s city, the city
Your Holy Mountain: The holy mountain of God is what we know today as the Temple Mount, Mt. Moriah.  Mount Moriah, is the mount Abraham was called to from the land of Ur, (Genesis 12:6, 22:2, 2 Chronicles 3:1)  On Mount Moriah, God commanded that His holy Temple be built.  
Your servant:  Daniel was God’s servant, who knew he was personally involved in the struggle, he represented Israel on earth before God through prayer. In the same way Daniel, interceded for Israel, those who know Christ can intercede according to God’s will in the affairs of humanity.
16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 
18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.
James 5:16-18
Not….because of our righteous: Daniel acknowledged Israel did not deserve God to be faithful to them based on their works, but based on God’s mercy.
Your mercies:
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