 Sunday Church School Lesson 06/01/08
“Christ as the Son of God”

Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-4, 8-12
Background Scriptures: Hebrews 1:1-14
Time: Unknown place about A.D. 67
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

The book of Hebrews is a bit unusual.  It ends with greetings like an epistle (Hebrews 13:20-25), yet the beginning is unlike a normal letter (contrast the opening verses of Hebrews with those of Colossians, etc.).  Even so, the author refers to this work as “a letter” in Hebrews 13:22.
Hebrews 1:1-4 is the introduction that contains the starting threads of the key themes of the book.  These themes are woven into the fabric of the entire work.  Hebrews 1:4, the last verse of this introduction. leads into the author’s first point, which actually extends through 2:4.
The original readers of the book of Hebrews were Jewish believers who had been undergoing some persecution (Hebrews 10:32-34).  They were tempted to give up true Christianity for something false (10:35-39).  Jews of the first century had a pervasive fascination with angels.  We see evidence of this in some of the non-biblical writings that come into being between the Old and New Testaments (called the inter-testament writings).
We can almost hear the original readers’ questions that prompt our author to write chapter 1: “We know about angels; is Jesus as strong as they?  He died; is he powerful enough to save?”  The author of Hebrews has clear answers for all those questions.
Lesson Aims:

1. Describe how the Son is superior to the angels.
2. Tell something about why Jesus’ superiority to the angels is so important.
3. Prepare a response to a charge that the Son is one of the created angels.
Golden Text – “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3)
I. The Son as God’s Final Revelation (Hebrews 1:1-4)
A. His superior message (Hebrews 1:1-2a)
“God, who as sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.

Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,”

Our text begins with the important truth that God has spoken.  Not content to let people search for Him through conscience or nature, He revealed Himself and His will through chosen instruments.  Only thus could He restore sinful mankind to Himself.
The first instruments God used to reveal Himself were the prophets.  These were men He anointed to give His message to the ancestors of these Jewish readers.  The message came at various times and by varied means.  It was given to them in fragments, adding pieces of revelation little by little.  The Old Testament thus took shape progressively, with God revealing to each generation all that He deemed necessary for them to know.
Even a cursory study of Old Testament Scripture reveals the incredible variety in God’s ways of communicating His message.  He spoke through visions, dreams, and dictation.  He used good crops and natural disasters.  He taught Israel through miraculous victories and horrible defeats.  He used history, law, parable, prophecy, poetry, and song to convey His message.
But for all its varied forms and manifestations, the revelation was still incomplete.  It all constituted an anticipation awaiting fulfillment in the coming of the Messiah.
This fulfillment has now come “in these last days,” when God has “spoken unto us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:2).  Here is a tone of finality.  The climax toward which history was building has arrived; God’s revelation has reached its final destination in Jesus Christ.  There is no further word from heaven.  God’s Son embodies everything man needs to know of God.  God is seen not just in the words Jesus spoke but in everything He is.
Christ not only brought God’s message; He is God’s message.  All the divine messages in the Old Testament prepared for and led to this final revelation.  So whoever encountered Jesus the Son encountered God Himself (John 1:18).

Since Jesus Christ is God’s final word to mankind, no one can afford to feign neutrality toward Him.  He demands a decision from us today, just as He did from those who walked with Him during His earthly life.  Eternal destiny hangs on whether one receives or rejects God’s final word as spoken by his Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16-18, 36).

B. His superior nature (Hebrews 1:2b-3a)
“whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the world of his power,”

God’s choice of His Son as His final revelation to mankind was not arbitrary.  His nature qualifies Him for this exalted position.  First, He is the “heir of all things.”  By virtue of His sonship, Christ owns everything.  This is the same concept Paul expressed through the word “firstborn” (Colossians 1:15).  Though He has not yet come to earth to receive His full inheritance, it is eternally His by divine right.
A second reason Christ qualifies as God’s final revelation is that through Him God “made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2).  The word translated “worlds” can be translated “ages,” carrying the thought of time as well as space.  Yet our text does not portray Christ progressively setting the ages of history in motion, for the tense of “made” implies completed action at a point in time.  Therefore, it probably means that at a divinely ordained time, Christ brought the universe into existence, setting up an order that would develop through successive stages in history.
Third, God’s Son deserves to be His final revelation because He is “the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person” (Hebrews 1:3).  These expressions of Christ’s relation to His Father clearly teach His deity.  “Brightness” refers to radiance that emanates from a source of light.  As the Shekinah reflected God’s glory on earth in Old Testament days, so did Jesus during His sojourn on earth (John 1:18; 12:44-46; 14:9).  The word translated “express image” is the term from which our word “character” comes.  As the impression was the exact image on the die, so Christ is the exact image of God’s person, or substance.  God’s essence is visible in Christ.  Al that the Father is, He is also.
A fourth reason Jesus Christ deserves to be God’s final message to the world is that He is “upholding all things by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3).  Not only did He create all things; He also maintains them continually.  The verb translated “upholding” means “bearing” or “carrying.”  He carries along to their intended goal everything He has created, whether animate or inanimate.  Paul expressed the same truth: “by him all things consist (hold together)” (Colossians 1:17).  Christ accomplishes this “by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3).  Jus as it took powerful divine utterances to bring the world into being (Genesis 1:3), so it requires the enabling word of Christ to keep it operating smoothly.  

C.  His superior position (Hebrews 1:3b-4)
“when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.”

Having delivered God’s final word and having validated it by evidences of His divine nature.  Jesus was exalted to a superior position.  But He was granted this place only after “he had by himself purged our sins.”  A clearer translation of this would be “having made purification of sins.”  It speaks of an action completed once.
This purification has come about only through the work of the great High Priest, who offered His own blood as a sacrifice to God (Hebrews 9:12-14, 25-28).  And because this sacrifice was perfect and final, He then “sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (1:3).  The tense of “sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (1:3).  The tense of “sat down” implies completed action at a point in time; so it may read “took His seat.”  Unlike earlier priests, who always stood because of unfinished work, Jesus sat down because His was completed.
Seated at the right hand of the divine Majesty, Jesus occupies the most exalted position in the universe.  The term “majesty” is a synonym for God Himself, and the right hand signifies the place of honor.  Having completed His redemptive work, Jesus returned to the position He occupied before (Philippians 2:9).
The writer of Hebrews had just shown the Son’s superiority to the revelation of the prophets, and he now asserted His superiority over the angels (1:4).  “Being made” should probably read “having become.”  Though He was eternally superior to them, Jesus has proved this fact by His exaltation.  Having become for a brief time “lower than the angels” (2:9).  He has now returned to His rightful inheritance position.
AS the unique Son of God, Jesus has a unique inheritance.  There can be no comparison between Him and the angels, for they are creatures and He is their Creator.  Thus, the Father can never refer to any of them as “son,” for that name belongs only to Christ Jesus.

II. The Son as the Eternal Creator (Hebrews 1:8-12)
A.  His righteous kingdom (Hebrews 1:8-9)
“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom.

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Verses 5-7, which come between this and our previous text, adduce that Jesus Christ is “better than the angels” (vs. 4).  Not only does He possess the name (status) of “Son” (vs. 5), He also receives worship from the angels (v. 6).  Moreover, even though angels are as impressive in their work as wind and fire, they are nevertheless only “his ministers” (vs. 7).
The Son, by contrast, is the divine Ruler of an eternal kingdom.  Hebrews 1:8, a quotation from Psalm 45:6, identifies the Son as God, whose throne is eternal.  His kingdom also, in contrast to most earthly kingdoms, is marked by righteousness.  This confirms the millennial picture portrayed by Isaiah in Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-5).
Jesus’ joyous exaltation surpasses that of His “fellows,” or companions.  Who are these companions who share in His joy to a lesser degree?  Most likely they are the sons God is bringing into glory (Hebrews 2:10) and whom Christ is not ashamed to call “brethren” (vs. 11).  He, the eternal and righteous King, has so thoroughly identified Himself with us that He suffered the same temptations as we (vs. 14-18).  And now He shares His regal joy with us.
B.  His creative work (Hebrews 1:10)
“And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:”

With the simple connection “and,” the writer finds a reference to Christ in another passage from Psalm 102:25.  In the original psalm, God is reassuring one who is lamenting his shortened life and the prospect of being taken away in the midst of his days (vs. 23-24).
The Lord’s answer to the lament is essentially what is quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12.  The writer found a messianic fulfillment in these words.  The suppliant is none other than Jesus, who was about to lay down His life on the cross.  God’s answer reminds Him that He, the Creator, will endure forever.  After all, it was He who “in the beginning” laid the foundations of the earth.  The heavens too are His handiwork.  How can their Creator pass away?
C.  His eternal changelessness (Hebrews 1:11-12)
“They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.”

The writer continued his contrast between the creation and its Creator.  The earth and the heavens will perish, but He will remain.  Many, even from ancient times, have supposed that the universe is eternal.  And, indeed, there is much in the solidity of the mountains and the repetitious round of nature to suggest that this is the case (Ecclesiastes 1:4-7).  But Scripture declares that it will eventually give way to a new order (2nd Peter 3:7-10).

Hebrews 1:12 describes this end as the folding up of a “vesture.”  Whereas “garment” (vs. 11) can refer to any clothing, “vesture” refers to an outer wrap or mantle.  When its usefulness ends, the present universe will be folded up.  But this does not mean that all physical reality will be annihilated; it will simply be “changed” (vs. 12.  This word, which can also be translated “exchanged,” implies that something different will follow, as when one season follows another.

Through all of this, Christ is “the same” (Hebrews 1:12).  The heavens and earth continue to rotate through their cycles and will eventually be wrapped up.  But their Creator, Jesus Christ, stands above them all-changeless, steadfast, dependable, eternal.  He will yet shake the earth and the heavens, but He will never be shakened.  He is “the same yesterday, and to day and for ever” (13:8). This again highlights His deity (Mal. 3:6).
“Thy years shall not fail” (Hebrews 1:12) is a poetic expression that means Christ will never die.  Every created being will pass away, but He remains.  This is why He could say, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  Because He is eternal, He is uniquely fitted to be God’s final revelation to us.  We would do well to pay attention to what Jesus has said!

General Comments related to the Lesson:
· God’s character is no mystery to us; it is fully revealed in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-3).
· We should exalt the one God Himself exalts –Jesus Christ (vs. 4).
· We must never think of Jesus as anything less than almighty God (vs. 8).
· We cannot love righteousness without hating evil (vs. 9).
· We miss the wonder of creation if we do not recognize the Creator (vs. 10).
· God is the one unchanging constant we can depend on and trust in (vs. 11-12).
· The people paid close attention to Ezra as he read God’s Word, and their lives were changed.  Because we hear the Bible so often, we can become dulled to its words and immune to its teachings.  Instead, we should listen carefully to every verse and ask the Holy Spirit to help us answer the question, “How does this apply to my life?”
· Ezra, not Nehemiah, was the religious leader.  It is significant that Nehemiah was a layman, not a member of the religious establishment or a prophet.  He was motivated by his relationship with God, and he devoted his life to doing God’s will in a secular world.  Such people are crucial to God’s work in all aspects of life.  No matter what your work or role in life, view it as God’s special calling to serve him.
· The book of Hebrews describes in detail how Jesus Christ fulfills the promise and prophecies of the Old Testament.  The Jews believed in the Old Testament, but most rejected Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.  The recipients of this letter seem to have been Jewish Christians.  They were well-versed in Scripture and they had professed faith in Christ.  Whether through doubt, persecution, or false teaching, however, they may have been in danger of giving up their Christian faith and returning to Judaism.
· God used many approaches to send his messages to people in the Old Testament times.  He spoke to Isaiah in visions (Isaiah 6).  To Jacob in a dream (Genesis 28:10-12), and to Abraham and Moses personally (Genesis 18 and Exodus 31:18).  Jewish people familiar with these stories would not have found it hard to believe that God was still revealing his will; it was astonishing for them to think that God had revealed himself by speaking through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the fulfillment and culmination of God’s revelation through the centuries.  When we know him, we have all we need to be saved from our sin and to have a perfect relationship with God.
· Not only is Jesus God’s spokesman, he is God himself—the very God who spoke in Old Testament times.  He is eternal; he worked with the Father in creating the world (John 1:3).  He is the full revelation of God.  You can have no clearer view of God than by looking at him.  Jesus Christ is the complete expression of God in a human body.
· The book of Hebrews links God’s saving power with his creative power.  In other words, the power that brought the universe into being and that keeps it operating is the very power that removes (purges) our sins.  How mistaken we would be ever to think that God couldn’t forgive us. No sin is too big for the Ruler of the universe to handle.  He can and will forgive us when we come to him through his Son. 
· False teachers in many of the early churches taught that God could be approached only through angels.  Instead of worshiping God directly, followers of these heretics bowed to angels.  Hebrews clearly denounces such teaching as false.  Some thought of Jesus as the highest angel of God.  But Jesus is not a superior angel; and in any case, angels are not to be worshiped.  We should not regard any intermediaries or authorities as greater than Christ.  Jesus is God.  He alone deserves our worship.

· Jesus’ more excellent inheritance is his name, “Son of God.”  This name given to him by his Father is greater than the names and the titles of the angels.

· The author of Hebrews quotes Psalm 102:25-27.  In the quotation, he regards God as the speaker and applies the words to the Son Jesus.  The earth and the heavens folded up as a garment (“vesture”) reveals that the earth is not permanent or indestructible (a position held by many Greek and Roman philosophers).  Jesus’ authority is established over all of creation so we dare not treat any created object or earthly resource as more important than he is.
· Because the readers of Hebrews experienced the rejection of their fellow Jews, they often felt isolated.  Many were tempted to exchange the changeless Christ for their familiar old faith (Judaism).  The writer of Hebrews warns them not to do this.  Christ is our only security in a changing world.  Whatever may happen in this world, Christ remains forever changeless.  If we trust him, we are absolutely secure, because we stand on the firmest foundation in the universe – Jesus Christ.  A famous hymn captures this truth: “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.”

· What does it mean that Christ is changeless (“thou art the same”)?  It means that his character will never change.  He persistently shows his love for us.  He is always fair, just, and merciful to us who are so undeserving.  Be thankful that Christ is changeless – he will always help you when you need it and other forgiveness when you fall.
Questions from the Lesson:

1. How did God reveal Himself before Christ came to earth?
2. How did God’s revelation in His Son differ from all preceding revelation?
3. In what sense did Jesus Christ create the ages (Hebrews 1:2)?
4. How did the writer of Hebrews describe the relationship between Jesus and His Father?
5. What is Jesus’ present relationship to the universe?
6. What is significant about Jesus being presently seated at God’s right hand?
7. Who is the Son contrasted with in this chapter of Hebrews?
8. What is the nature of the kingdom Christ rules?
9. Who are the companions who share in Christ’s joy (v.9)?
10. How is Christ contrasted with the universe He created?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Hebrews
Chapter 1:1-4, 8-12
Verse 1

[1] God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

God, who at sundry times — The creation was revealed in the time of Adam; the last judgment, in the time of Enoch: and so at various times, and in various degrees, more explicit knowledge was given.

In divers manners — In visions, in dreams, and by revelations of various kinds. Both these are opposed to the one entire and perfect revelation which he has made to us by Jesus Christ. The very number of the prophets showed that they prophesied only "in part." Of old - There were no prophets for a large tract of time before Christ came, that the great Prophet might be the more earnestly expected.

Spake — A part is put for the whole; implying every kind of divine communication.

By the prophets — The mention of whom is a virtual declaration that the apostle received the whole Old Testament, and was not about to advance any doctrine in contradiction to it.

Hath in these last times — Intimating that no other revelation is to be expected.

Spoken — All things, and in the most perfect manner.

By his Son — Alone. The Son spake by the apostles. The majesty of the Son of God is proposed, 1. Absolutely, by the very name of Son, verse 1, and by three glorious predicates,-"whom he hath appointed," "by whom he made," who "sat down;" whereby he is described from the beginning to the consummation of all things, Hebrews 1:2,3 2. Comparatively to angels, Hebrews 1:4. The proof of this proposition immediately follows: the name of Son being proved, Hebrews 1:5; his being "heir of all things," Hebrews 1:6-9; his making the worlds, Hebrews 1:10-12 his sitting at God's right hand, Hebrews 1:13, etc.

Verse 2
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[2] Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Whom he hath appointed heir of all things — After the name of Son, his inheritance is mentioned. God appointed him the heir long before he made the worlds, Ephesians 3:11; Proverbs 8:22, etc. The Son is the firstborn, born before all things: the heir is a term relating to the creation which followed, Hebrews 1:6.

By whom he also made the worlds — Therefore the Son was before all worlds. His glory reaches from everlasting to everlasting, though God spake by him to us only "in these last days."

Verse 3

[3] Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Who sat down — The third of these glorious predicates, with which three other particulars are interwoven, which are mentioned likewise, and in the same order, Colossians 1:15,17,20.

Who, being — The glory which he received in his exaltation at the right hand of the Father no angel was capable of; but the Son alone, who likewise enjoyed it long before.

The brightness of his glory — Glory is the nature of God revealed in its brightness.

The express image — Or stamp. Whatever the Father is, is exhibited in the Son, as a seal in the stamp on wax.

Of his person — Or substance. The word denotes the unchangeable perpetuity of divine life and power.

And sustaining all things — Visible and invisible, in being.

By the word of his power — That is, by his powerful word.

When he had by himself — Without any Mosaic rites or ceremonies.

Purged our sins — In order to which it was necessary he should for a time divest himself of his glory. In this chapter St. Paul describes his glory chiefly as he is the Son of God; afterwards, Hebrews 2:6, etc., the glory of the man Christ Jesus. He speaks, indeed, briefly of the former before his humiliation, but copiously after his exaltation; as from hence the glory he had from eternity began to be evidently seen. Both his purging our sins, and sitting on the right hand of God, are largely treated of in the seven following chapters.

Sat down — The priests stood while they ministered: sitting, therefore, denotes the consummation of his sacrifice. This word, sat down, contains the scope, the theme, and the sum, of the epistle.

Verse 4

[4] Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

This verse has two clauses, the latter of which is treated of, Hebrews 1:5; the former, Hebrews 1:13. Such transpositions are also found in the other epistles of St. Paul, but in none so frequently as in this. The Jewish doctors were peculiarly fond of this figure, and used it much in all their writings. The apostle therefore, becoming all things to all men, here follows the same method. All the inspired writers were readier in all the figures of speech than the most experienced orators.

Being — By his exaltation, after he had been lower than them, Hebrews 2:9.

So much higher than the angels — It was extremely proper to observe this, because the Jews gloried in their law, as it was delivered by the ministration of angels. How much more may we glory in the gospel, which was given, not by the ministry of angels, but of the very Son of God! As he hath by inheritance a more excellent name - Because he is the Son of God, he inherits that name, in right whereof he inherits all things His inheriting that name is more ancient than all worlds; his inheriting all things, as ancient as all things.

Than they — This denotes an immense pre-eminence. The angels do not inherit all things, but are themselves a portion of the Son's inheritance, whom they worship as their Lord.

Verse 8

[8] But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

O God — God, in the singular number, is never in scripture used absolutely of any but the supreme God. Thy reign, of which the sceptre is the ensign, is full of justice and equity. Psalms 45:6,7.

Verse 9

[9] Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity — Thou art infinitely pure and holy.

Therefore God — Who, as thou art Mediator, is thy God. Hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness - With the Holy Ghost, the fountain of joy.

Above thy fellows — Above all the children of men.

Verse 10

[10] And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:

Thou — The same to whom the discourse is addressed in the preceding verse. Psalms 102:25,26
Verse 12

[12] And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

As a mantle — With all ease.

They shall be changed — Into new heavens and a new earth. But thou art eternally the same.
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