 Sunday Church School Lesson 06/15/08
“Christ as Redeemer”

Lesson: Hebrews 9:11-18; 10:12-18
Background Scriptures: John 4:21-26
Time: Unknown place about A.D. 67
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

The theme of redemption runs throughout the Bible.  In the Old Testament it usually has the idea of saving someone from peril.  Thus, a redeemer is nearly synonymous with a deliverer.  By delivering the Israelites from the slavery of Egypt, God redeemed them (see Exodus 15:13).  On the human-to-human level, the law allowed family property to be repurchased (redeemed) by a kinsman if it had been sold under distress (Leviticus 25:25).
The later history of Israel saw oppression and exile by foreign nations.  In these periods, the Jewish people looked forward to a time when God would redeem them again (see Micah 4:10).  This expectation continued into the Israel of Jesus’ day.  Many Jews looked for deliverance from the hated Romans (see Luke 2:38).
The social world of the New Testament understood the language of redemption from the context of the institution of slavery.  Redemption was related to the concept of ransom (see Mark 10:45).  This was the price paid for a slave who was purchased and then set free.
The New Testament often uses slavery or bondage as an image to express spiritual realities.  Paul speaks of three great spiritual tyrants: sin, death, and the law.  For example, Paul sees us as being servants (slaves) of sin while in the sinful state of unbelief, unable to do genuine acts of righteousness.  Faith in Christ saves/redeems us from this slavery, giving us the freedom to server Christ (see Romans 6:16-19).  Christ has truly freed us (see Galatians 5:1).

The book of Hebrews exhibits both an abundant Old Testament background and an awareness of the social structures of the first-century Roman world.  When Hebrews speaks of Christ as the redeemer, it draws upon both worlds.  The book’s original readers looked to God as Israel’s redeemer and deliverer in both past and future senses.
The book of Hebrews also understands the realities of the world of freed slaves, with the gratitude and devotion they felt for the one who rescued them.  When it comes to sin, we can never redeem ourselves.  Our redemption can be purchased only by the blood of the Son of God, our Savior (Colossians 1:14).  This is forgiveness and freedom to live as true servants of our Lord.

Lesson Aims:

1. Summarize the nature and effects of Christ’s sacrifice.
2. Explain how the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ.
3. Write a prayer of gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice.
Golden Text – “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. – (Hebrews 9:12)
I. The Priest of a Better Tabernacle (Hebrews 9:11-14)
A. Entering a heavenly sanctuary (Hebrews 9:11)
“But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;”
The writer to the Hebrews took pains to establish that Jesus Christ, the Son of God and His final revelation (1:1-4), has become the great High Priest for His people (7:24-28), superseding the priesthood of Aaron.  He summed this up in the statement “We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (8:1).  He also pointed out that He fulfills His priesthood in a heavenly sanctuary (vs. 2).
After contrasting the new covenant under which Christ ministers with the old Mosaic covenant (Hebrews 8:8-13), the writer returned to a discussion of the sanctuary.  He described in some detail the furnishing and the services of the Old Testament tabernacle and temple (9:1-10).  This prepares his readers for the contrast of Christ’s heavenly sanctuary and service.
Hebrews 9:11 calls Christ a “high priest of good things to come.”  The Old Testament shadows had forecast His coming; now they were replaced with spiritual reality.  His sanctuary is also “a greater and more perfect tabernacle, of which the Mosaic tent sanctuary was but an earthly copy.  He ministers in the very presence of God (vs. 8:1-2).
B. Qualified by a perfect sacrifice (Hebrews 9:12-14)
“Neither by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh;

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Just as the place of Christ’s ministry is superior to the old tabernacles, so too is the sacrifice that qualifies Him to enter His heavenly sanctuary.  High priests entered the holy of holies on the Day of Atonement with the blood of goats and calves (Leviticus 16:3-6).  But Christ entered the presence of God on the basis of His own blood, shed on Calvary for the sins of the whole world.  
He did this only “once” (literally, “once and for all”) Hebrews 9:12), for His perfect sacrifice of Himself made further offerings unnecessary.  By it He obtained “eternal redemption for us.”  The word translated “redemption” signifies liberation.  Christ has liberated forever those who trust Him.  They will never again need to have a sacrifice offered on their behalf.

The sacrifices offered under the Mosaic Law had a valid place.  They sanctified “to the purifying of the flesh” (Hebrews 9:13).  Whatever these sacrifices did to restore ceremonial purity, however, they could never cleanse the conscience (Hebrews 9:9).  They could not assure one of forgiven sin, for they had no power to remove it (10:11).  They could only point forward to the One who could do so.
Jesus offered His life to God voluntarily and “without spot” (Hebrews 9:14).  The animals used by the Israelites for sacrifice had to be physically perfect; Jesus offered a life that was inwardly pure as well.  He also offered Himself “through the eternal Spirit.”  Though this may be a reference to Christ’s own eternal spirit, it more likely refers to the Holy Spirit.  Thus, all three Persons of the Godhead were involved – The Spirit empowering, the Son offering, and the Father receiving.

The perfect life of Christ, offered to the Father on the cross, is effective not merely in removing outward defilement but also in purging the conscience so that it no longer has occasion to condemn for sin.

The Mosaic code laid down rules for life and worship, but it provided no spiritual power to fulfill them.  No matter how diligent the Israelite was in trying to keep them, he could not do so perfectly, and his conscience continued to trouble him.  The prescribe works could only condemn him to death (Romans 7:5-14).  But the blood of Christ, cleansing the conscience from guilt, had freed it to serve the living God (not dead works).

II. The Mediator of a Better Covenant (Hebrews 9:15-18)
A.  The importance of a new covenant (Hebrews 9:15)
“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

“And for this cause” links the offering of Christ with a new covenant that He mediates between God and humanity.  Because His blood cleanses consciences and frees them to serve God, He brings men and God together under a new arrangement.  It is an arrangement in which those called from the old covenant (the early Hebrew Christians) were given the promise of an eternal inheritance (vs. 8:6)
It should be noted that the same Greek word can be translated “covenant” or “testament” (that is, “will”).  Although our Authorized Version uses “testament” throughout Hebrews 9:15-20, it is used in a whole different sense in verses 16 and 17.  The writer saw a point in which both the Mosaic covenant and the new covenant of Christ resembled a will – they both required a death for their terms to go into effect.
B.  The necessity of a death (Hebrews 9:16-18)
“For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

For a testament is of force after men are death: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.”

The “eternal inheritance” (vs. 15) made possible by Christ’s new covenant reminded the writer of Hebrews that covenants sometimes take the form of wills, in which the inheritances are passed on from one generation to another.  But in such cases the one who made the will must die for the inheritance to be transferred (vs. 16).  If the testator is still living, the will cannot go into effect (vs. 17).
Both the old Mosaic covenant and the new covenant of Christ included this necessity.  This was true of the Law of Moses (Exodus 24:8), for the shedding of blood was essential to every aspect of Jewish worship (Hebrews 9:19-22).  But this was only a preparation for the better, climactic sacrifice of Christ by which He put away sin (vs. 23-28).
A first-century Jewish Christian could appreciate the force of these arguments more than we can today.  Their lives had once been immersed in the endless round of observances tied to the old covenant.  Now they needed to recognize that these were mere preparations for a better covenant sealed with Christ’s blood.
We can, however, appreciate the uselessness of the dead works in which many religious people engage to gain divine favor.  Whether prayers, church attendance, gifts to the poor, acts of kindness, or any other good deeds, they all fall woefully short.  We have no hope for redemption or an eternal inheritance apart from the covenant Jesus mediated through His death.

III. The Provider of a Better Sacrifice (Hebrews 10:12-18)
A.  The finality of Jesus’ sacrifice (Hebrews 10:12-13)
“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever; sat down on the right hand of God;

From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.”

The long section of Hebrews devoted to providing the superiority of Christ’s priesthood reaches its climax in chapter 10.  The main themes are again stated, and final conclusions are drawn.  The rituals of the Mosaic Law are seen as shadows pointing to the reality in Christ.  As such, they could never perfect the worshipers; so they had to be repeated daily and annually.  The blood of animals was powerless to remove sin and cleanse the conscience (vs. 1-4).  By contrast, Christ offered Himself as a final sacrifice through His body, which God prepared for this purpose.  As a result, we are sanctified (set apart) to God through Him (vs. 5-10).
The work of Christ, the High Priest of the new covenant, was completed and finished on Calvary.  He offered “one sacrifice for sins for ever” (Hebrews 10:12), after which He “sat down on the right hand of God.”  The theme that Christ is now seated recurs several times in Hebrews and the reason for this posture is that He has completed His redemptive work.  The Aaronic priests never sat down because their work was never finished.  In fact there was no chair in the tabernacle because the priests were always standing making sacrifices for the people.  But Christ’s is finished because his sacrifice effectively removes sin from the world.
However, “From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool” (Hebrews 10:13, reminds us that His victory is still not complete.  Although His sacrifice is sufficient to save all mankind, many will not receive it.  They will persist in their enmity, and He will have no choice but to subdue them by force and punish them as their unbelief deserves (Revelation 19:11-16).
This mention of “enemies” in Hebrews 10:13 also reminds readers of this letter that there is no middle ground in regard to Christ.  Either one accepts His sacrifice for sin and enjoys His favor, or he rejects it and becomes His enemy.  Later the writer issued a stern warning of what awaits one who turns from God’s final revelation (vs. 26-31)
B. The perfection of the worshipers (Hebrews 10:14)
“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”.

Jesus has accomplished through His “one offering” what all the repeated offerings of the Old Testament could not do.  He has “perfected for ever” the worshipers.  The verb tense used here indicates a perfection that occurred at one point in time but with results that continue – in this case, forever.  Thus, they will never need another such offering.
But what does “perfected” (Hebrews 10:14) mean here?  It cannot mean that He made us sinlessly perfect, for that still awaits us.  It must be seen in the light of previous teaching that the law’s observances could never make the worshipers perfect in conscience with approaching a holy God.  By contrast, Christ provided the free, unqualified, guiltless access to God previously denied them.
“Sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14 depicts the process by which we are progressively being set apart to God – growing in faith and becoming more Christ-like.  While we have been “perfected” in our standing before God, we are still progressing toward perfection in our experience.
C.  The end of the sacrificial system (Hebrews 10:17-18)

“And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.”
To clinch his argument, the writer invoked Jeremiah 31:33-34.  Those who are in Christ are forgiven; their sins are erased from God’s record forever.  How different from the Levitical offerings (vs. 3)!

Under the new covenant, the Levitical sacrifices no longer have a place.  To go back to the old sacrifices was serious, for it meant abandoning Christ’s finished work, the final sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 10:26).  In AD 70 the Roman Commander Titus destroyed the city of Jerusalem along with the Temple so the Jews no longer had a place in which to perform their animal sacrifices any more.
General Comments related to the Lesson:
· Our hope should be in Christ alone, for He alone provides redemption (Hebrews 9:11-12).
· External works cannot bring internal cleansing (vs. 13=14).
· Our lives should be filled with gratitude and praise to God, for our forgiveness came at a great cost to Him (vs. 15-18).
· Our forgiveness is permanent, for Christ’s sacrifice is permanent (10:12).
· Christ’s death was not defeat but victory, for both Him and us (vs. 13-14).
· As Christians we can be sure that when we confess our sins, God forgives them (vs. 17-18)

· The people under the old covenant had to keep the Old Testament dietary laws and ceremonial cleansing laws until Christ came with God’s new and better way.
· Though you know Christ, you may still be trying to make yourself good enough for God.  But rules and rituals have never cleansed people’s hearts.  By Jesus’ blood alone (1) our consciences are cleared, (2) we are freed from death and ca live to serve God, and (3) we are freed from sin’s power.  If you are carrying a load of guilt because you can’t be good enough for God, take another look at Jesus’ death and what it means for you.
· In Hebrews 9:12, this imagery comes from the Day of Atonement rituals described in Leviticus 16.  Redemption refers to the process of paying the price (ransom) to free a slave.  By Christ’s death, he freed us from the slavery of sin forever.
· When the people sacrificed animals, God regarded their faith and obedience, cleansed the people from sin, and made them ceremonially acceptable according to Old Testament Law.  But Christ’s sacrifice transforms our lives and hearts and makes us clean on the inside.  His sacrifice is infinitely more effective than animal sacrifices.
· People in Old Testament times were saved through Christ’s sacrifice although it had not yet happened.  In offering unblemished animal sacrifices, they were looking forward to Christ’s coming.  There was no point in returning to the sacrificial system now that Christ had come and died for all our sins.
· Christ’s work is contrasted with the work of the Jewish priests.  The priests’ work was never finished so they always had to stand and make sacrifices; Christ’s sacrifice (dying in our place) is finished, so he is seated.  The priests repeated the sacrifices often; Christ sacrificed one for all.  The sacrifice system couldn’t completely remove sin, but just covered up the sin.  Christ’s sacrifice effectively cleansed us inside and out and there was no more need for any more blood sacrifices.
· If the Jewish readers of this book returned to the old Jewish system, they would be implying that Christ’s sacrifice wasn’t enough to forgive their sins.  Adding anything to Christ’s sacrifice or taking anything from it denies its validity.  Any system to gain salvation through good works is essentially rejecting the significance of Christ’s death and spurning the Holy Spirit’s work.  Beware of anyone who tells you that Christ’s sacrifice left you incomplete or that something else is needed to make you acceptable to God.  When we believe in him, he makes us completely right with God.  Our loving relationship leads us to follow him in willing obedience and service.  He is pleased with our service, but it cannot be a means to be saved.
· We have been made perfect (complete in Christ), yet we are being made holy.  Through his death and resurrection, Christ once for all made his believers perfect in God’s sight.  At the same time, he is making them holy (progressively cleansed and set apart for his special use) in their pilgrimage down here on earth.  We should not be surprised, ashamed, or shocked that we still need to grow.  God is not finished with us.  We can encourage this growth process by deliberately applying Scripture to all areas of our lives, by accepting the discipline and guidance Christ provides, and by giving him control of our desires and goals.
· The writer of Hebrews makes a powerful statement that God will never remember our sins.  Christ forgives completely, so there is no need to confess our past sins repeatedly.  As believers, we can be confident that the sins we confess and renounce are forgiven and forgotten.  Christ throws them into the sea of forgetfulness which is as far as the East is from the West.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

James Cleveland Song 
”Please Be Patient With Me”
Chorus: 
Please be patient with me, 
God is not through with me yet. 

Please be patient with me, 
God is not through with me yet. 

When God gets through with me, 
when God gets through with me, 
I shall come forth, 
I shall come forth like pure gold. 

Verse: 
If you should see me and I’m not walking right, 
and if you should hear me and I’m not talking right; 
please remember what God has done for me, 
when He gets through with me, 
I’ll be what He wants me to be. 

Questions from the Lesson:

1. How does the heavenly sanctuary differ from Israel’s?
2. How were Levitical sacrifices limited in their results?
3. What can Christ’s shed blood do for the human conscience?
4. How is the new covenant better?
5. What feature of both covenants made them like a will?
6. What are some dead works in which religious people engage?
7. Why is our High Priest seated?
8. In what sense is Christ’s victory still incomplete?
9. In what two senses are God’s people said to be sanctified?
10. How did Christ’s sacrifice end the Levitical sacrifices?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Hebrews
Chapter 9:11-18 & 10:12-18
Hebrews, Chapter 9

Verse 11

[11] But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

An high priest of good things to come — Described, Hebrews 9:15. Entered through a greater, that is, a more noble, and perfect tabernacle - Namely, his own body.

Not of this creation — Not framed by man, as that tabernacle was.

Verse 12

[12] Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

The holy place — Heaven.

For us — All that believe.

Verse 13

[13] For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

If the ashes of an heifer — Consumed by fire as a sin-offering, being sprinkled on them who were legally unclean.

Purified the flesh — Removed that legal uncleanness, and re-admitted them to the temple and the congregation. Numbers 19:17,18,19.

Verse 14

[14] How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

How much more shall the blood of Christ. — The merit of all his sufferings.

Who through the eternal Spirit — The work of redemption being the work of the whole Trinity. Neither is the Second Person alone concerned even in the amazing condescension that was needful to complete it. The Father delivers up the kingdom to the Son; and the Holy Ghost becomes the gift of the Messiah, being, as it were, sent according to his good pleasure.

Offered himself — Infinitely more precious than any created victim, and that without spot to God.

Purge our conscience — Our inmost soul.

From dead works — From all the inward and outward works of the devil, which spring from spiritual death in the soul, and lead to death everlasting.

To serve the living God — In the life of faith, in perfect love and spotless holiness.

Verse 15

[15] And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

And for this end he is the Mediator of a new covenant, that they who are called — To the engagements and benefits thereof. Might receive the eternal inheritance promised to Abraham: not by means of legal sacrifices, but of his meritorious death.

For the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant — That is, for the redemption of transgressors from the guilt and punishment of those sins which were committed in the time of the old covenant. The article of his death properly divides the old covenant from the new.

Verse 16

[16] For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

I say by means of death; for where such a covenant is, there must be the death of him by whom it is confirmed - Seeing it is by his death that the benefits of it are purchased. It seems beneath the dignity of the apostle to play upon the ambiguity of the Greek word, as the common translation supposes him to do.

Verse 17

[17] For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

After he is dead — Neither this, nor after men are dead is a literal translation of the words. It is a very perplexed passage.

Verse 18

[18] Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.

Whence neither was the first — The Jewish covenant, originally transacted without the blood of an appointed sacrifice.

Hebrews, Chapter 10

Verse 12

[12] But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

But he — The virtue of whose one sacrifice remains for ever.

Sat down — As a son, in majesty and honour.

Verse 13

[13] From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.

Psalms 110:1.

Verse 14

[14] For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

He hath perfected them for ever — That is, has done all that was needful in order to their full reconciliation with God.

Verse 15

[15] Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,

In this and the three following verses, the apostle winds up his argument concerning the excellency and perfection of the priesthood and sacrifice of Christ. He had proved this before by a quotation from Jeremiah; which he here repeats, describing the new covenant as now completely ratified, and all the blessings of it secured to us by the one offering of Christ, which renders all other expiatory sacrifices, and any repetition of his own, utterly needless.

Verse 16

[16] This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;

Jeremiah 31:33, etc.
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