 Sunday Church School Lesson 06/29/08
“Christ as Eternal God”

Lesson: Hebrews 13:1-16
Background Scriptures: Psalm 118:5-6
Time: Unknown place about A.D. 67
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

The book of Hebrews compares the new covenant of the Christian faith with the old covenant of the Jewish faith.  Throughout the book, the author shows that Jesus has inaugurated a new relationship with God that is both a fulfillment of the old covenant patterns and is superior at every point to them.  In the final chapter of the book, chapter 13, the author moves to practical matters: relationships between believers.  The backdrop of this final section is twofold.
First, there is a strong recognition of the moral expectations that come from the Old Testament.  The book of Deuteronomy is an explanation of God’s requirements for Israel.  Moses uses the image of the Lord as a “consuming fire” (Deuteronomy 4:24) shortly before he gets to the very basics of human relationships: the Ten Commandments (Deuteronomy 5:6-22).  Similarly, the author of Hebrews moves from the picture of God as judge to God’s expectations for humans in relationship with each other.  This may be seen in the admonition of Hebrews 12:29: “For our God is consuming fire,” which comes immediately before today’s text.
The second element of background is that of God’s eternal nature, found in both Deuteronomy and Hebrews.  One of the key standards of God’s relationship with his people is that it is more than a temporary arrangement.  It is intended to last forever (see Deuteronomy 5:29; 29:29).
Lesson Aims:

1. List some of the sacrifices with which the writer of Hebrews says God is pleased.
2. Explain the significance of our giving God the sacrifices mentioned in verse 16 in light of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice.
3. Express one sacrifice of praise for Christ and His work.
Golden Text – “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. (Hebrews 13:8)”
I. Instructions for Christian Living (Hebrews 13:1-6
A. Brotherly love (Hebrews 13:1-3)
“Let brotherly love continue.

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.”
The last chapter of Hebrews can be considered an appendix or epilogue.  The major arguments having been concluded, the letter ends with specific exhortations considered necessary for the readers’ situation.  Most of these grow out of previous teaching.  New Testament epistles typically draw a close connection between doctrine and practice.
The section begins with a general exhortation to continue the pursuit of brotherly love.  The concept of brotherly love is used in the New Testament with regard to affection for siblings in the family of faith.  The exhortation to continue in this love assumes that it already exists among the readers.  But it also hints that it is in danger of disappearing, perhaps because of external pressures.  
To show hospitality was, to be sure, taking a risk.  Unscrupulous panhandlers sometimes took advantage of people, and enemies or false teachers often disguised themselves as saints.  But believers here are urged to entertain, since the blessings of hospitality outweigh the risks.  Through it some have actually received angels without knowing it.
Another way to show brotherly is to “remember them that are in bonds.”  Imprisonment was the frequent lot of early Christians and it was important to remember them with prayers, visitation, and deeds of kindness.  A deed done for a prisoner who serves Christ is a deed done for Jesus.
The same principle applies to “them which suffer adversity” (Hebrews 13:3), that is, those who are suffering ill treatment.  Empathy for them should come naturally for others who are “also in the body.”  This is a reference to the physical body.  Because we all inhabit a physical frame, we should be able to feel with the sufferer.  Regrettably, we are sometimes so taken up with our own ills that we forget those of others.
B. Sexual purity (Hebrews 13:4)
“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”

From brotherly love the text moves to the love between husband and wife.  Since there is no verb in the first clause in Greek, we must decide whether it is a statement or an exhortation.  In the context it conveys this sense: “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled.”
It should be noted first that God places no premium on celibacy.  Marriage is an honorable status before Him.  But it must be kept honorable by Christians.  Sexual relations are proper and undefiled within marriage but they are never God’s will outside it, no matte what current societal practices may be.  Christians of every generation need reminders of this absolute standard.
Because God honors marriage, He judges those who violate it.  “Whoremongers,” or fornicators, sometimes refers to all sexually impure persons.  But paired with “adulterers” in Hebrews 13:4, it probably signifies unmarried impure persons who are unfaithful to a spouse. 
However lenient society may be toward these persons, God is not.  He will judge them, and they will suffer the results either in this life or in the life to come.  While God forgives sexual sin, the church must never condone it in teaching or practice.
C.  Contentment (Hebrews 13:5-6)

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”
Covetousness in sexual relations leads logically to a warning against greed for wealth: “Let your conversation (way of life) be without covetousness.”  The readers of Hebrews had already lost property through persecution and they may have been tempted to place undue emphasis on what they still had.  But here they were counseled to cultivate contentment and trust God.

He has, after all, promised, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  This is a paraphrase from several Old Testament passages (Genesis 28:15; Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5).  The same God who promised His presence and provision to the saints of old is still present to provide for His people.  They need not vex themselves concerning daily needs.

Instead, they can say, “The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”  It is preferable to take the last clause as a separate rhetorical question: “What shall man do to me?”  The implied answer is “Nothing outside the sovereign will of God.”  So God is not only the great Provider of material needs; He is also the great Protector from all the devices of wicked men.

II. Examples for Christian Living (Hebrews 13:7-8)
A.  Christian leaders (Hebrews 13:7)
“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.”

Believers have models to encourage their faith and life.  Among these are the historical heroes of chapter 11.  But perhaps more influential are those we have known personally and from whose living examples we have profited.  The Hebrew saints were thus urged to remember such leaders and follow their faith.
“Them which have the rule over you” in Hebrews 13:7 reads more simply, “your leaders.”  The same Greek word is used later in verses 17 and 24.  They were distinguished not so much by authority as by godly direction and example.  Most likely these men had now died.  This is indicated by the fact that they were to be remembered, as well as by their completed proclamation of God’s Word and the lives they had already lived.
Their legacy was twofold.  First, they spoke the Word of God.  It was their foundation for faith and life.  Second, they had left an example of steadfast, productive faith.  The readers were urged to imitate their faith as they considered the outcome of their manner of life.  Theirs was a faith that bore fruit.
B.  The eternal Christ (Hebrews 13:8)
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

However valuable their recent leaders may have been, they were not gone.  They had served one generation and lived on only in the memory of the next. They were no longer present to guide God’s people.  Jesus Christ, by contrast, is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”  He will never again die (Revelation 1:18); He will never change for the better or for the worse, for His character is forever perfect. Though He has fulfilled a succession of roles in God’s plan, He is really the same from eternity to eternity.  Thus, He is always available and always trustworthy.
III. Sacrifices in Christian Living (Hebrews 13:9-16)
A.  Avoid useless doctrines (Hebrews 13:9)
“Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines.  For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”

The teachings in the ancient world were of unbelievable variety and hue.  They were also “strange” – foreign to the spirit of Christ.  So believers were here counseled not to be “carried about” by them (Ephesus 4:14).
B.  Identifying with a true altar (Hebrews 13:10-12)

“We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”

The writer of Hebrews asserted that Christians have a superior altar at which they worship.  It is the altar of the sacrifice of Christ.
Its advantages contrast with the limitations of the Old Testament Levitical practices.  The priests had no right to partake of the meat of the sin offerings, for the bodies of the sacrificed animals were burned outside the camp (Hebrews 13:10-11).

But Christians, worshiping at the altar of Christ’s sacrifice, enjoy not only spiritual nourishment He provides through His resurrection life.  This is theirs because they are sanctified by the final sin offering, who “suffered without the gate.”  Jesus’ death outside Jerusalem paralleled the disposal of the sacrificed animals in the Old Testament.

C.  Behaving as outsiders (Hebrews 13:13-14)

“Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.”
To claim the continuing spiritual benefits of Christ’s better “altar” (vs. 10), believers must join Him “without the camp, bearing his reproach” (v. 13).  Jesus’ crucifixion outside Jerusalem signified His rejection by the Jewish religious establishment that the city represented.  So to take their stand with Him, His followers had to cut their ties with Judaism and shoulder the reproach this entailed.

This separation makes spiritual sense because earthly institutions, even the Jewish worship system, are headed for extinction (Hebrews 12:27).  Permanence lies only in the city of God.

The practice of making animal sacrifices in the Temple came to an end in AD 70 when the Roman Commander Titus destroyed the Jewish Temple and the city of Jerusalem as well.

D.  Offering acceptable sacrifices (Hebrews 13:15-16)

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

If Christians worship at a better altar, some may ask, what sacrifices do they offer?  The old animal sacrifices are no longer proper.  There are two sacrifices that please God.  The first is the sacrifice of praise…the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”  We come to God “by him,” trusting Christ’s shed blood for our acceptance.  Then we may offer our praise to Him continually, in any circumstances.

This thankful praise constitutes the fruit of our lips.  When Old Testament saints offered a thanksgiving offering, they included baked cakes that came from the fruit of the ground (Leviticus 7:12).  So also our thanks are produced by our lips.

God delights in our words of thanks, but He looks for evidences that we are truly thankful.  Thus, the second sacrifice that pleases Him is “to do good and to communicate (share).”  Those who are thankful for what they have will share both verbal witness and material goods.  And these sacrifices all find their source and focus in Jesus Christ, the eternal God.
General Comments related to the Lesson:
· Genuine Christian love is seen through acts of kindness toward others (Hebrews 13:1-3)
· We must never belittle the biblical ideal of marriage (vs. 4).
· The key to contentment is a proper appreciation of God’s goodness and wisdom (vs. 5-6).
· Those who faithfully teach and live God’s Word are worthy examples for us all (vs. 7).
· Doctrinal stability is a mark of Christ-like character (vs. 8-9).
· Ritual is no substitute for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ (vs. 10-14).
· Praise of God without works is not praise at all (vs. 15-16).
· Real love toward others produces tangible actions: (1) kindness to strangers (13:2); (2) sympathy for those who are in prison (“in bonds”) and those who have been mistreated (13:3); (3) respect for one’s marriage vows (13:4); and (4) satisfaction with what you have (13:5).  Make sure your love runs deep enough to affect your hospitality, sympathy, fidelity and contentment.
· Three Old Testament people entertained angels without realizing it (1) Abraham (Genesis 18:1), (2) Gideon (Judges 1:11), and (3) Manoah (Judges 13:2).  Some people say they cannot be hospitable because their homes are not large enough or nice enough.  But even if you have no more than a table and two chairs in a rented room, there are people who would be grateful to spend time in your home.  Are there visitors to your church who would like to share a meal with you?  Do you know single people who would enjoy an evening of tea and talk?  Is there any way your home could meet the needs of traveling missionaries?  Hospitality simply means making other people feel comfortable and at home around you.
· We are to have sympathy for those in prison (“in bonds”), especially for (but not limited to) Christians imprisoned for their faith.  Jesus said his true followers would visit those in prison as his representatives (Matthew 25:36).
· How can we learn to be content?  Strive to live with less rather than desiring more, give away from your abundance rather than accumulating more, relish what you have rather than resent what you’re missing.  See God’s love in what he has provided.  Remember that money and possessions will all pass away.
· We become contented when we realize God’s sufficiency for our needs.  Christians today who become materialistic are saying by their actions that God can’t take care of them – or at least won’t take care of them the way they want.  Insecurity can lead to the love of money, whether we are rich or poor.  The only antidote is to trust God to meet all your needs.
· “Then which have the rule over you” are elders and church leaders.  If you are a Christian, you owe much to others who have taught you and modeled for you what you needed to know about the Gospel and Christian living.  Continue following the good examples of those who have invested themselves in you by investing your life through evangelism, service, and Christian education.
· We must keep our eyes on Christ, our ultimate leader, who unlike human leaders will never change.  He has been and will be the same forever.  In a changing world we can trust our unchanging Lord.

· Apparently some were teaching that keeping the Old Testament ceremonial laws and rituals (such as not eating certain foods or “meats”) was important to salvation.  But these laws were useless for conquering a person’s evil thoughts and desires.  The laws could influence conduct, but they could not change the heart.  Lasting changes in conduct begin when the Holy Spirit lives in each person’s heart.

· As Christians, we should not be attached to this world, because all that we are and have here is temporary.  Only our relationship with God and our service to him will last.  Don’t store up your treasures here on earth store them up in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21).

· If these Jewish Christians, because of their witness to the Messiah, could no longer worship with other Jews, they could consider praise their sacrifice – one they could offer anywhere, anytime.  This must have reminded them of the prophet Hosea’s words, “Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so we will render the calves of our lips” (Hosea 14:2).  A sacrifice of praise today would include thanking Christ for his sacrifice on the cross and telling others about it.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Questions from the Lesson:

1. Why was the reminder of hospitality necessary?
2. What are some risks and rewards of hospitality?
3. Why should concern for the mistreated have been important?
4. What does the text of Hebrews teach about sexual purity?
5. What attitude were the Jewish believers to have about wealth?
6. What legacy had recent spiritual leaders left for these believers?
7. How does Jesus differ from human examples believers have?
8. What is the antidote for useless doctrines Christians face?
9. How were Jewish Christians to join Christ outside the camp?
10. What sacrifices of Christians are acceptable to God?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Hebrews
Chapter 13:1-16
Verse 1

[1] Let brotherly love continue.

Brotherly love is explained in the following verses.

Verse 2

[2] Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Some — Abraham and Lot.

Have entertained angels unawares — So may an unknown guest, even now, be of more worth than he appears, and may have angels attending him, though unseen. Genesis 18:2; Genesis 19:1.

Verse 3

[3] Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.

Remember — In your prayers, and by your help.

Them that are in bonds, as being bound with them — Seeing ye are members one of another.

And them that suffer, as being yourselves in the body — And consequently liable to the same.

Verse 4

[4] Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

Marriage is honorable in, or for all sorts of men, clergy as well as laity: though the Romanists teach otherwise.

And the bed undefiled — Consistent with the highest purity; though many spiritual writers, so called, say it is only licensed whoredom.

But whoremongers and adulterers God will judge — Though they frequently escape the sentence of men.

Verse 5

[5] Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

He — God.

Hath said — To all believers, in saying it to Jacob, Joshua, and Solomon. Genesis 28:15; Joshua 1:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20.

Verse 6

[6] So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Psalms 118:6.

Verse 7

[7] Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

Remember them — Who are now with God, considering the happy end of their conversation on earth.

Verse 8

[8] Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

Men may die; but Jesus Christ, yea, and his gospel, is the same from everlasting to everlasting.

Verse 9

[9] Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.

Be not carried about with various doctrines — Which differ from that one faith in our one unchangeable Lord.

Strange — To the ears and hearts of all that abide in him.

For it is good — It is both honorable before God and pleasant and profitable That the heart be stablished with grace - Springing from faith in Christ.

Not with meats — Jewish ceremonies, which indeed can never stablish the heart.

Verse 10

[10] We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

On the former part of this verse, the fifteenth and sixteenth depend; on the latter, the intermediate verses.

We have an altar — The cross of Christ.

Whereof they have no right to eat — To partake of the benefits which we receive therefrom.

Who serve the tabernacle — Who adhere to the Mosaic law.

Verse 11

[11] For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

For — According to their own law, the sin-offerings were wholly consumed, and no Jew ever ate thereof. But Christ was a sin-offering. Therefore they cannot feed upon him, as we do, who are freed from the Mosaic law.

Verse 12

[12] Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

Wherefore Jesus also — Exactly answering those typical sin - offerings.

Suffered without the gate — Of Jerusalem, which answered to the old camp of Israel.

That he might sanctify — Reconcile and consecrate to God.

The people — Who believe in him.

By his own blood — Not those shadowy sacrifices, which are now of no farther use.

Verse 13

[13] Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

Let us then go forth without the camp — Out of the Jewish dispensation.

Bearing his reproach — All manner of shame, obloquy, and contempt for his sake.

Verse 14

[14] For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

For we have here — On earth No continuing city - All things here are but for a moment; and Jerusalem itself was just then on the point of being destroyed.

Verse 15

[15] By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

The sacrifice — The altar is mentioned, Hebrews 13:10; now the sacrifices: 1. Praise; 2. Beneficence; with both of which God is well pleased
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