 Sunday Church School Lesson 07/06/08
“Christ as Master Teacher”

Lesson: Luke 4:31-37; 20:1-8
Background Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1-3
Time: Capernaum; Jerusalem between AD 27 and AD 30
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

Luke identifies the beginning of Jesus’ Galilean ministry with summary statements in Luke 4:1-4, 15.  The one who had been empowered as God’s Son (3:22) and tested concerning the nature of His son-ship (4:1-3) now comes to Galilee “in the power of the Spirit” and teaches “in their synagogues.”
The scenes comprising Luke 4:14-44 illustrate Jesus’ authoritative power and teachings in the “synagogues of Galilee” (see 4:44).  In the synagogue in Nazareth (4:44).  In the synagogue in Nazareth (4:16-30), Jesus explained His authoritative powers by identifying himself as one empowered by the Spirit and one who announced the good news of God’s saving presence (4:16-20).  Those claims resulted in rejection and hostility (4:28-29).
To the Christian believer, Jesus Christ is far more than a teacher.  Nevertheless, He is the greatest teacher the world has ever encountered.  His earthly ministry was a teaching ministry from beginning to end.

Much could be said about the elements that made Jesus’ teaching successful.  But our lesson this week focuses on the most important ingredient – the divine authority with which He addressed His students, listeners and disciples.

Lesson Aims:

1. Tell how today’s texts reveal Jesus’ authority.
2. Compare and contrast the impact of Jesus’ authoritative presence in His day with the impact it has today.
3. Identify one area of life where you should allow Jesus to have more authority.
Golden Text – “They were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.  (Luke 4:32)”
I. The Authority of Christ Manifested (Luke 4:31-37)
A. Astonishment at His authority (Luke 4:31-32)
“And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days.

And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.”
The incident our lesson begins with occurred early in Jesus’ public ministry.  After being in Judea and Samaria, He returned to His home region of Galilee.  In His own town of Nazareth He was rejected after having made messianic claims (vs. 16-30).  He then relocated to Capernaum, a town on the North West shore of the Sea of Galilee (vs. 31).
Jesus said to have come down to Capernaum due to the local geography.  Nazareth was located on one of the southern slopes of the Lebanon Mountains, whereas Capernaum, on the shore of the lake, was 685 feet below sea level.  Thus the twelve miles or so between the two towns were marked by continuous desert.
In Capernaum Jesus “taught them on the Sabbath days” (vs. 31).  His teaching must have been remarkable, for “they were astonished at his doctrine (teaching)” (vs. 32).  The word translated “astonished” means, literally, “struck out of themselves.”  They were overwhelmed.
They were astonished because Jesus’ message was given with authority.  His teaching differed markedly from that of the Jewish scribes and Pharisees.  But Jesus focused on the great themes of life, death, and salvation, claiming divine authority for all He said (Matt. 7:28-29).  His teaching was refreshing and satisfying to those starved for spiritual food.
B. Challenge to His authority (Luke 4:33-34)
“And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee; thou Jesus of Nazareth?  Art thou come to destroy us?  I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.”

This specific incident from Jesus’ ministry at Capernaum illustrates how He supported His authoritative teaching with divine power.  A challenge came as He was teaching in the synagogue, a Jewish place of assembly used especially for the reading of the instruction in the Scriptures.  It originated during the Babylonian Exile and by New Testament times was an entrenched in every Jewish community.
The challenge to Jesus’ authority came from the satanic realm.  In the synagogue audience was a man who had a spirit of an evil demon.  Cases of demon possession were common in Jesus’ day because His proclamation of God’s kingdom brought forth Satan’s most extreme opposition.
The demon recognized Jesus’ human identity – Jesus of Nazareth.  Then he also knew He was the Holy One of God.  The demon in the man “cried out with a loud voice” “Let us alone.”  “What have we to do with thee?”
The truth that Jesus was both man and God, so hard for humans to grasp, was understood by this evil spirit.  He also knew the fate that awaited all who served Satan: destruction.  The question he asked was not whether Christ would destroy them but whether He would do it at that moment.  
Thus, in the Capernaum synagogue that day the stage was set for a clash between two rival spiritual kingdoms.  The outcry of the demon within the afflicted man was both an interruption of Jesus’ teaching and a challenge to His authority.  He could not let it go unanswered.

C.  Exercise of His authority (Luke 4:35)
“And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold they peace, and come out of him.  And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.”
Although it was obvious that the demon had power, there was no question as to where the greater power lay, Jesus, firmly in control, sternly rebuked the spirit, ordering him to be quiet (“Hold thy peace”) and come out of the man.  The command for silence can be variously explained, but most likely Jesus was refusing to accept witness of Himself from a satanic source.
Jesus did not resort to the kind of incantations often used by exorcists.  He merely gave an authoritative command.  The result was instantaneous.  The demon came out of him, leaving him unhurt.  Thus in spite of this violent satanic display, the kingdom of evil was defeated.  It was no match for the superior authority of Christ.
D.  Reaction to His authority (Luke 4:36-37)

“And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this!  For with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.
And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about.”
The crowd reacted as one would expect.  The text says, literally, “Amazement came upon all.”  The tense of “spake among themselves” implies that they kept on doing this as they pondered the miracle.  They had plenty to ponder, for as powerful and fearful as by an even greater power.  
The crowd marveled that Jesus was obeyed by the evil demon.  The text here states that He possessed both authority and power.  He had superior power to that of the demon, and He had the authority to exercise it as He desired.  The demon had to submit to the commands of Jesus.

Those who saw this miracle could not keep the news to themselves.  From Capernaum, Jesus’ fame spread throughout the whole surrounding region of Galilee.  Those who saw and heard the miracle could still not decide who Jesus really was.  They had heard Him teach and sensed His authority.  Now they had seen His authority confirmed through a mighty deed.  At some point they would have to decide who this remarkable Person was.

II. The Authority of Christ Vindicated (Luke 20:1-8)
A.  The hostile challenge (Luke 20:1-2)
“And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him with elders,

And spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest thou these things?  Or who is he that gave thee this authority?”

The second incident in this week’s study occurred during the last week of Jesus’ ministry.  Probably more than three years had elapsed since the precious event in Luke chapter 4.  During that time He had visited all the regions of the Jewish homeland, teaching of His kingdom and validating His message by His works.  His divine authority had been firmly established.
Now Jesus was in Jerusalem, the center of the Jewish faith and the religious establishment.  As He had entered the city, His authority appeared to be challenged.  The masses had welcomed Him as a conquering hero and He had immediately cleansed the temple of its commercial activity.  He then began to teach, and the swollen crowds of Passover season were delighted to hear him.
But some in Jerusalem considered Jesus’ authority a threat.  These included the chief priests, scribes, and other officials who profited from their practice of Judaism.  They were looking for a way to get rid of Him, in part by undermining His authority.  So they confronted Jesus with a question designed to do so.  Those who approached Jesus were the three groups who controlled the Sanhedrin Council.  They were the chief priests and consisted of the current high priest, former high priests, and others of similar rank who oversaw the temple worship.  The scribes, most of whom were also Pharisees, were students and interpreters of the law.  The elders were local rulers who had become lay members of the Sanhedrin.  Together they probably came as an official delegation to confront Jesus.
Their question of Jesus was two-fold.  They first asked, “By what authority doest thou these things?  “These things” most likely refers to the things He was currently doing in Jerusalem and the temple.  He had entered the city as a king, rid the temple of its commerce, and taken it over to teach the crows.  That authority did He have to do all these things?  Was it not they who oversaw the temple and approved those who taught there?  Was His presumed authority royal, priestly, or prophetic?

Second, they asked Jesus who had given Him such authority.  Jesus had not sought their permission.  In fact, He had never had official rabbinical training.  He had come from Galilee, a region far from the center of instruction and known for its irregular religious practices.  Did He then come on His own authority?  Did He represent some aberrant, unauthorized sect?
This demand of Jesus’ credentials was an attempt to discredit Him.  If He admitted that He had no authorization, the crowds might lose their respect for Him.  But if He claimed God as His authority, He could be accuses for blasphemy.

B.  A shrewd response from Jesus (Luke 20:3-4)
“And he answered and said unto them, I will also ask you one thing; and answer me:

The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?”

Using a method of argument common in rabbinical discussions, Jesus countered His critics’ question with a question of His own.  It was a similar one: “The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?”  This question was not intended to evade theirs.  It attempted to draw from them the answer to what they had asked – an answer they already knew but did not want to admit.
John the Baptist’s ministry had shown all the signs of divine origin and blessing, and the crowds who went to hear him counted him as a prophet.  So this should have been an easy question for Jesus’ critics to answer.  Either the evidences of God’s appointment of John were there, or they were not.  Ironically, a delegation from Jerusalem like this one had earlier gone to John to confirm his identity, and he had spoken freely of his divine mission.

C.  An impossible dilemma (Luke 20:5-7)

« And they reasoned with themselves, saying, IF we shall say, From heaven ; he will say, Why then believed ye him not ?
But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for they be persuaded that John was a prophet.

And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was.”  
Jesus’ critics, who had hoped to trap Him into giving a condemning answer, now found themselves trapped.  If they acknowledged that John’s ministry was from heaven, Jesus could legitimately ask them why they had not believed him.  Another undesirable result of admitting this, though not stated here, was being forced to concede that a spokesman for God need not be trained in their schools.

On the other hand, if they stated their real opinion – that John’s baptism was from men – they would have incurred the wrath of the people, who believed he was a prophet.  They feared that the crowds would turn against them and stone them.  Ironically, ancient Israel had been instructed to stone false prophets and their followers.  Here the people would have stoned those who refused to acknowledge a true prophet like John the Baptist.

So the critics of Jesus were caught, and they knew it.  But instead of saying what was really true (that John’s baptism was from heaven) or even saying how they really felt (that it was of men), these cowards evaded the question completely.  And even in this they were not honest.  Instead of saying, “We do not want to answer,” they said, “We do not know.”

So even dodging the issue die not deliver them from Jesus’ trap, for in feigning ignorance they portrayed themselves as incompetent judges of truth and falsehood.  If they really did not know the answer, they were unworthy of their high positions in Judaism.  Of course, they did know the answer, but it was so unpleasant they dared not state the truth.

D.  A fitting reply (Luke 20:8)

“And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.”
Jesus knew all this, and He responded, “Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.”  His refusal was directly related to their answer, for the correct answer to His question was also the answer to theirs.  God was the authority behind both John’s ministry and Jesus’ actions.

If Jesus’ critics knew the source of John’s authority (as they did), they also knew the source of Jesus’ authority, for John had directed people to Him.  Thus, Jesus did not need to give an answer.  If on the other hand, they did not know the source of John’s authority (as they claimed), they were incapable of making any judgments about Jesus.  In that case, they would have deserved no answer.

In truth, by this time in Jesus’ ministry, He did not have to vindicate Himself by verbal claims.  His teaching and works had built an irrefutable case for His divine authority.  Blessed are those who accept His record and do not resort to demands because of their unbelief.

General Comments related to the Lesson:
· Ministry for God will have power only if it is firmly grounded in God’s Word (Luke 4:31-32).
· We need not fear the devil if we truly fear God (Luke 4:33-35).
· If we are servants of God, we must recognize Jesus’ authority over our lives and over all creation (Luke 4:36-37).
· It is not us, but the One we serve, who gives authority to our message (20:1-2).
· We cannot accept Jesus’ authority over our lives without surrendering our own (vs. 3-7).
· Those who reject Christ cannot demand anything of Him (vs. 8).
· If the religious leaders were so opposed to Jesus, why did they let him teach in the synagogues?  Jesus was taking advantage of their custom of allowing visitors to teach itinerant rabbis were always welcome to speak to those gathered each Sabbath in the synagogues.  The apostle Paul also profited from this custom (see Acts 13:5).
· A man possessed by a demon was in the synagogue where Jesus was teaching.  He made his way into the place of worship and verbally abused Jesus himself.  It is naïve to think we are sheltered from evil in the church.  Satan is happy to invade our presence wherever and whenever he can.  But Jesus’ authority is much greater than his, and where Jesus is present, demons cannot stay for long.
· The people were amazed at Jesus’ authority to cast out demons – evil spirits ruled by Satan and sent to harass people and tempt them to sin.  They are fallen angels who have joined Satan in rebellion against God.  Demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind, or insane.  Jesus faced many demons during his time on earth, and he always exerted authority over them.  Not only did the devil leave this man; Luke records that the man was not even hurt.
· Evil permeates our world, and it is no wonder that people are often fearful.  But Jesus’ power is far greater than that of Satan.  The first step toward conquering fear of evil is to recognize Jesus’ authority.  He has overcome all evil, including Satan himself.
· The group of leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus, so they tried to trap him with their question.  If Jesus answered that the authority came from God – if he stated openly that he was the Messiah and the Son of God – they would accuse him of blasphemy and bring him to trial.  Jesus did not let himself be caught.  Instead he turned the question on them.  Thus he exposed their motives and avoided their trap.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Questions from the Lesson:

1. Where was Capernaum?  What did Jesus do there?
2. How did Jesus’ teaching differ from that of the scribes?  How did the people respond to it?
3. How did the demon react to Jesus in the synagogue service?
4. What command did Jesus give the demon?  What was the result?
5. How did the people who saw Jesus cast out the demon react?
6. How did Jesus manifest His authority when He entered Jerusalem?
7. What three groups challenged Jesus’ authority in the temple?
8. How did Jesus’ critics hope to discredit Him?
9. What dilemma did the critics face as they tried to answer Jesus’ question?
10. Why did Jesus not answer His critics’ question?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Luke 
Chapter 4:31-37 & 20:1-8
Verse 31

[31] And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days.

He came down to Capernaum — And dwelt there, entirely quitting his abode at Nazareth. Mark 1:21.

Verse 34

[34] Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

What have we to do with thee — Thy present business is with men, not with devils.

I know thee who thou art — But surely he did not know a little before, that he was God over all, blessed for ever; or he would not have dared to tell him, All this power is delivered to me, and I give it to whomsoever I will.

The Holy One of God — Either this confession was extorted from him by terror, (for the devils believe and tremble,) or he made it with a design to render the character of Christ suspected. Possibly it was from hence the Pharisees took occasion to say, He casteth out devils by the prince of the devils.

Verse 38

[38] And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.

Matthew 8:14; Mark 1:29.
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