 Sunday Church School Lesson 07/20/08
“Christ as Servant”

Lesson: John 13:1-8, 12-20
Background Scriptures: John 13:1-20
Time: Jerusalem around A.D. 30
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

The Passover was one of the great pilgrimage festivals of Jewish antiquity.  Its observance recalled God’s first deliverance of (what would become) the nation of Israel from slavery (Exodus 12).  By Jesus’ day, several symbols were used to commemorate the original deliverance: bitter herbs, unleavened bread, etc.  Unlike the other Gospel accounts of Jesus’ last supper, John’s doesn’t elaborate on any of these symbols (compare Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-23).  However, my mentioning the Feast of the Passover, John probably seeks to evoke the symbolic meaning of the total Passover event itself in the light of Christ.
Jesus took two of these symbols – unleavened bread and fruit of the vine – in instituting the Lord’s Supper.  But that is not the subject of today’s lesson.  Instead, we will focus on an additional imagery that Christ created on that fateful night: an imagery of service.

Restaurant waiters work hard to server you your food and they get paid well for their services.  They work their shift, go home, and enjoy the amenities that most other persons in society possess.  How different was the status of those who served in Jesus’ day!  Although there were varying levels of servants and slaves in the Roman Empire and their treatment varied accordingly, they were always a distinct class that was expected to serve.
Jesus’ disciples were aware of these distinctions.  Even in their informal group of twelve, they strove to establish themselves in positions in which they could be served, not serve others.  Jesus periodically had to confront them about this attitude, and as thy gathered for their last meal together, He confronted them again – this time by personal example.

Lesson Aims:

1. Summarize the account of Jesus’ washing His disciples’ feet.
2. Explain the principle that Jesus established when He washed His disciples’ feet.
3. Suggest one practical way to apply the principle above in your church.
Golden Text – “I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  (John 13:15)
I. The Setting for Christ’s Service (John 13:1-3)
A. His imminent departure (John 13:1)
“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.”
Jesus’ earthly ministry was reaching its climax.  Throughout John’s Gospel He had repeatedly said that His hour had not yet come.  But now, with this Passover Feast, it had finally arrived.  It was the hour in which Jesus would die, rise again, and depart from the earth to enjoy again His heavenly glory.
As His departure loomed, He continued to love His disciples.  These were the Twelve, who still lived in the world of unbelieving humanity but had been spiritually removed from its grasp.  His love for them was both unceasing and unreserved.  “Unto the end” (13:1) can mean that He loved them until He died, but it also implies that He did so to the utmost extent.  They were not easy to love, but Jesus looked beyond their faults and gave Himself to them fully.
B. His impending betrayal (John 13:2)
“And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;”

While Jesus loved His own, hatred motivated Judas to betray Him.  “Supper being ended” is properly translated “during supper,” since it was still in progress when Judas left (vs. 26).  The betrayer was Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
Judas’s personal motives for betraying Jesus are probably complex.  We know he was greedy and dishonest, but there may have been more.  His surname indicates that he was a man of Kerioth, located in Judea, where nationalism was strong.  Expecting Jesus to overthrow Roman rule, he was disappointed.  He turned against Him and wanting to salvage material gain from the relationship, sold his services to Jesus’ enemies.
But John 13:2 indicates that more was at work than Judas’s corrupt nature.  It was “the devil” who was behind this vile deed.  He had put it in Judas’s heart.  Satan, the arch-deceiver, had deceived himself into thinking that Jesus’ death would mean the end of Jesus’ kingdom.  Ironically, His death was the basis for His triumph over all the forces of evil.

C.  His inevitable victory (John 13:3)

“Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God.”
Jesus was aware of this outcome.  He knew that “the Father had given all things into his hands.”  In addition, He knew that He would return to the Father.  He could confidently enter the dark hours ahead, since even the cross was under God’s control.  He would relinquish the use of His authority temporarily, assured that He would regain it in even fuller measure.

II. The Nature of Christ’s Service (John 13:4-8)
A.  Jesus’ humble act (John 13:4-5)
“He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.

After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”

Jesus now strikingly, even shockingly, displayed His refusal to assert His authority.  He assumed the role of a servant and washed His disciples’ feet.  The vividness of this scene in John’s mind is clear from his use of the present tense.  Jesus rises from supper and lays aside His garment.  In this condition, He appears before His disciples as a common servant.
John went on to describe how, picking up the towel provided by the hosts, Jesus girded Himself.  He then poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet and wipe them with the towel.
Jesus proceeded to perform that task of a servant.  In this case, no servant was present, and none of the disciples would humble themselves to serve the rest.  In fact, their frame of mind was just the opposite.  They even argued among themselves about who should be the greatest (Luke 22:24).  Jesus had to admonish them, as He had earlier, on the proper attitude subjects of His kingdom should have toward one another (25-27).
But this time He fortified His admonition with an object lesson: he assumed the role of a servant toward each of them – even the one who would betray Him (Judas).  The disciples probably, if reminded, would gladly have washed Jesus’ feet.  But it was unheard of that a superior should ever wash the feet of a subordinate.  
B.  Simon Peter’s question (John 13:6-7)
“Then cometh he to Simon Peter; and Peter saith unto him, Lord dost thou wash my feet?

Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.”

The disciples’ shock and revulsion soon became evident.  When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter asked Him, “Lord dost thou wash my feet?”  In the Greek the two prono7ns are emphasized: “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Peter was well intentioned, but he spoke hastily and without discernment.
Jesus informed Peter that this act was something he would come to understand only later.  Whether this later time would be soon or only after the Holy Spirit illuminated him is not clear.  For now, though, Peter needed to accept by faith the importance of Jesus’ act.
C.  Jesus’ pointed response (John 13:8)
“Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.  Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”  
Peter, who would not be put off by the promise of more complete understanding in the future, categorically refused to have Jesus wash his feet.  He could only think of how socially improper it was.  He declared, “Thou shalt never wash my feet.”  He was humble enough to realize that his Lord should not be serving him, but proud enough to tell Him what He could not do!
Jesus’ response was just as categorical: If He did not wash him, Peter would have no participation with Him.  This was really true; if Jesus did not wash Peter’s feet, Peter could not partake of the meal with Him.  But it also conveyed spiritual truth.  If a person does not allow Jesus to cleanse him from sin, he can have no relationship with Him.  In addition, someone who refuses this act of service from Jesus is rejecting His Person because he shows no comprehension of what He is like.
But Peter responded instantly with an about-face.  He now wanted Jesus to wash not just his feet but his whole body.  Jesus explained that, spiritually, this was unnecessary, for those who were His by faith had already been thoroughly cleansed.  They now needed only to deal with individual shortcomings.  But, sadly, one among them was not clean at all.

III. The Meaning of Christ’s Service (John 13:12-20)
A.  A challenge to thinking (John 13:12)
“So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?”
It appears that Jesus was teaching more than one lesson by washing His disciples’ feet.  We have already seen, through His conversation with Peter, that it signified a daily cleansing from sin – a cleansing without which continuing fellowship is impossible.
But He had another lesson in made that is revealed in the verses that follow.  Having washed the feet of all, Jesus clothed Himself again and took His place at the table.  He then questioned them on their comprehension of what had just happened.  It is obvious that the disciples had not understood.  They were all appalled that their Lord had done it, but now they needed to think about what He had done.
B.  An example to follow (John 13:13-15)
“Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”

Jesus told His disciples the implication of calling Him Teacher and Lord: they ought to follow the example He had set.  He had temporarily relinquished His deserved honor, taken the role of a servant, and washed their feet.  This was a foretaste of the greater humiliation on the cross.
Jesus argued that if He, as Lord and Teacher, had washed His disciples’ feet, they ought to wash one another’s feet (John 13:14).  If they should ever wonder how low to stoop in serving others, they had only to recall what He had done for them that evening.  He had incarnated what He had often taught them about humble service (Matthew 18:1-4).
C.  An incentive for obedience (John 13:16-17)

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”

It is obvious from the nature of social reality that a slave is not greater than his lord.  Jesus was teaching that a task their Master was humble enough to perform should certainly not be considered beneath the disciples’ dignity (John 13:16).  If their superior had stooped to serve them, how much more should they be willing to serve one another!
A messenger is understood to be subordinate to the one who sends the message.  If Jesus, by His behavior, sent a message of humble service to His own, how much more should they!  Since they now knew Christian principles of humble service, they were to put them into daily practice.  Like them, we should go further than merely understanding such biblical truth (James 1:22).
D.  An exception to allegiance (John 13:18-19)
“I speak not of you all: I know whim I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.

Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.”
Jesus, sadly, had to tell the disciples that His instructions did not apply to all of them, for one would turn against Him.  The betrayal was all in His sovereign plan.  It would fulfill the scriptural prophecy (Psalm 41:9)
Jesus was telling His disciples this before it happened so that they would not lose faith in Him.  Even when all the impending tragic events began to unfold, they would understand that He was still in control and had planned them in advance.  And knowing this, they could maintain their faith in Him.
E.  An identification with the Lord (John 13:20)
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.”
Now Jesus told them of the dignity of their calling to represent Him.  In spite of the humble service He had rendered His disciples, He deserved an unrivaled dignity as God’s Son.  And they too, called to the same humble service, would share in His dignity.

Jesus would send them, and whoever received them favorably would be receiving Him as well.  This assumed, of course, that their message and demeanor were like His.  But Jesus went further; whoever received Him was receiving the Father, for He (Jesus) too had been sent.

We too have been called to serve one another as Jesus did.  But with this comes the privilege of continuing His revelation of His Father in the world.  As we do this, the eternal God is pleased to exalt us, His servants, to partnership with Him.
General Comments related to the Lesson:
· Jesus’ love for us is constant, even when our love for Him falters (John 13:1-2).
· God-given privileges do not exempt us from humble service but obligate us to it (vs. 3-5).
· To presume to know better than God is to set yourself apart from Him (vs. 6-8).
· Christ-like leadership does not promote ourselves; it honors others (vs. 12-15).
· Serving others out of love for Christ brings joy, not drudgery (vs. 16-17).
· Knowing Jesus knows us and has chosen us will comfort us when others let us down (vs. 18-20).
· John chapter 13 – 17 tell us what Jesus said to his disciples the night before his death.  These words were all spoken in one evening when, with only the disciples as his audience, he gave final instructions to prepare them for his death and resurrection, events that would change their lives forever.
· Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of his disciples, denied by another, and deserted by all of them for a time.  Still he loved them unto the end.  God knows us completely, ad Jesus knew his disciples.  He knows the sins we have committed and the ones we ill yet commit.  Still, he loves us.  How do you respond to that kind of love?
· Jesus was the model servant, and he showed this attitude to his disciples.  Washing guests’ feet was a job for a household servant when guests arrived.  But Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist, as the lowliest slave would do, and washed his disciples’ feet.  If even he, God in the flesh, is willing to serve, we his followers must also be servants, willing to serve in any way that glorifies God.  Are you willing to follow Christ’s example?  Whom can you serve today?  There is a special blessing for those who not only agree that humble service is Christ’s way, but also do it.
· Seeing his Master behave like a slave must have confused Peter.  He still did not understand Jesus’ teaching that to be a leader, one must be a servant.  This is not a comfortable passage for leaders who find it hard to serve those under them.  How do you treat those who work under you?
· Jesus did not wash his disciples’ feet just to get them to be nice to each other.  His far greater goal was to extend his mission on earth after he was gone.  They were to move into the world serving God, serving each other, and serving all people to whom they took the message of salvation.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Questions from the Lesson:

1. How would you describe Jesus’ love for His disciples?
2. What are some likely reasons that Judas betrayed Jesus?
3. How was Satan involved in Jesus’ death?  How did he turn out to deceive himself in this?
4. Why were guests’ feet usually washed?  Who usually did this?
5. Why had the disciples not washed each other’s feet?
6. Why did Peter object to Jesus’ washing his feet?
7. What statement of Jesus induced Peter to drop his objection and allow Jesus to wash his feet?
8. What lessons did Jesus want His example to teach His disciples?
9. Why was Jesus’ prophecy of His betrayal a means of strengthening faith?

10. How are Jesus’ messengers enabled to share in His dignity?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of John 
Chapter 13:1-8, 12-20
Verse 2

[2] And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

Having now — Probably now first.

Verse 3

[3] Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;

Jesus knowing — Though conscious of his own greatness, thus humbled himself.

Verse 4

[4] He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.

Layeth aside his garments — That part of them which would have hindered him.

Verse 5

[5] After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.

Into the basin — A large vessel was usually placed for this very purpose, wherever the Jews supped.

Verse 7

[7] Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.

What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter — We do not now know perfectly any of his works, either of creation, providence, or grace. It is enough that we can love and obey now, and that we shall know hereafter.

Verse 8

[8] Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

If I wash thee not — If thou dost not submit to my will, thou hast no part with me - Thou art not my disciple. In a more general sense it may mean, If I do not wash thee in my blood, and purify thee by my Spirit, thou canst have no communion with me, nor any share in the blessings of my kingdom.

Verse 9

[9] Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.

Lord, not my feet only — How fain would man be wiser than God! Yet this was well meant, though ignorant earnestness.

Verse 10

[10] Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.

And so ye, having been already cleansed, need only to wash your feet - That is, to walk holy and undefiled.

Verse 14

[14] If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

Ye ought also to wash one another's feet — And why did they not? Why do we not read of any one apostle ever washing the feet of any other? Because they understood the Lord better. They knew he never designed that this should be literally taken. He designed to teach them the great lesson of humble love, as well as to confer inward purity upon them. And hereby he teaches us, 1. In every possible way to assist each other in attaining that purity; 2. To wash each other's feet, by performing all sorts of good offices to each other, even those of the lowest kind, when opportunity serves, and the necessity of any calls for them.

Verse 16

[16] Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

The servant is not greater than his lord — Nor therefore ought to think much of either doing or suffering the same things.

Verse 18

[18] I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.

I speak not of you all — When I call you happy, I know one of you twelve whom I have chosen, will betray me; whereby that scripture will be fulfilled. Psalms 41:9.

Verse 20

[20] Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

And I put my own honour upon you, my ambassadors. Matthew 10:40.
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