 Sunday Church School Lesson 07/27/08
“Christ as the Promised Messiah”

Lesson: Matthew 16:13-23
Background Scriptures: Isaiah 43:1-7, Matthew 16:13-28
Time: Near Caesarea Philippi around A.D. 29
Introduction of today’s Lesson: 

The events in today’s lesson take place in the regions of Caesarea Philippi.  That city was located in the northeast region of Palestine.  The Caesarea part of the name was to honor Caesar, the Roman emperor.  The Philippi part of the name refers to Herod Philip II.  Pagan influence is evident in the fact that the city contained a temple for Pan, a Greek nature deity.  The area’s massive rock cliffs may help suggest the imagery for Matthew 16:18 in today’s text.  We should be careful not to confuse Caesarea Philippi with the other Caesarea mentioned several times in Acts.
As Jesus and His disciples traveled to the area of Caesarea Philippi in today’s lesson, we find Jesus already had performed many miracles and provoked much opposition.  It’s time for people—or at least the disciples---to come to a conclusion on an important question: Who is Jesus?
The Jewish world of Jesus’ day was looking for its Messiah.  The subjugation by Rome provided fertile soil for messianic movements led by charismatic individuals, each with his own claim to authority.

Jesus, the true Messiah, entered this charged atmosphere and established His own claims.  After presenting His credentials, He asked the Twelve to reach a decision about Him.  As this lesson reveals, owning Him as Messiah brings with it some far-reaching implications.

Lesson Aims:

1. Describe Peter’s confession and the circumstances surrounding it.
2. Explain the importance of Peter’s confession.
3. Acknowledge Peter’s confession to be your own as well.
Golden Text – “Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  (Matthew 16:16)
I. An Identification of the Messiah (Matthew 16:13-16)
A. Identification by others (Matthew 16:13-14)
“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”
At the time of the events in our lesson this week, Jesus had been involved in public ministry for more than two years.  He took His disciples to Caesarea Philippi, at the extreme northern border of Palestine.  This town was the perfect place for a retreat.  It was away from the feverish place in Galilee.  Jesus could help the Twelve reflect on what had occurred and what they had learned.
Now that Jesus’ time was getting short, the most important question to grow out of Jesus’ ministry was who He was.  The disciples had been with Him long enough to have drawn some conclusions, and He wanted them to express them.  But first He asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?”  (Matthew 16:13).  “Son of man” was Jesus’ favorite title for Himself.  It had messianic connotations (cf. Daniel 7:13).
The disciples replied that people had varying opinions (Matthew 16:14).  Some said He was John the Baptist.  John had been beheaded by Herod Antipas, but some thought he had come back to life.  Others identified Him as Elijah.   From Malachi 4:5, many had concluded that Elijah would literally return to prepare the way for the Messiah.  To them, Jesus seemed to be fulfilling this role.

Still others thought He might be a resurrected Jeremiah.  Jewish writings of the inter-testamental period reveal that Jeremiah had become a champion of the Jewish people, and he was believed to have a future role in Israel’s history.  Others were not this certain but thought Jesus might be one of the other prophets, either from the past or as part of a new group.

B. Identification by the Twelve (Matthew 16:15-16)
“He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

After eliciting from His disciples the views of others concerning Him, Jesus asked them the same question.  We do not get the full force of it in our English Translation.  He asked, literally, “But you—whom do you say I am?” (vs. 5).  Though Peter eventually answered, Jesus directed the question to all 12 of His disciples.
The question was somewhat academic when the disciples wee asked to state the views of others.  But now it was personal and soul searching.  Thy had accompanied Him for more than 2 years, and they should have formed some convictions about Him over that period of time.  They had heard what He taught, seen what He did, and observed how He acted.  Now He was pressing them for a decision and a commitment.
Peter, who by now had become the informal leader of the Twelve, answered Jesus promptly and straightforwardly.  Matthew here calls him “Simon Peter” (16:16), probably because Jesus would make much of both names in His reply.  Since Jesus had addressed His question to all the disciples, we should take Peter’s answer to be the consensus of the whole group.
Peter declared that, “You are the Christ (the Messiah),”recognizing Jesus as the long-awaited Deliver of Israel.  Some of the disciples had suspected this from the beginning and their walk with Him tended to confirm it.  They increasingly saw Him as more than a human being.

Peter therefore also declared that Jesus was “the Son of the living God.”  “Son” does not imply inferiority to, but identity with God.  He shares and dispenses His life.  The anointed was thus none other than God Himself.  Peter could have given no higher tribute.  Yet his confession was only a beginning of insight for him and the other disciples.  They had much more to learn.

II. A Proclamation By The Messiah (Matthew 16:17-20)
A.  A blessing on Peter (Matthew 16:17)
“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”
Jesus pronounced a personal blessing on Peter for his confession.  “Blessed” indicates the enjoyment of God’s favor.  Peter should indeed rejoice over the recognition of Jesus’ Person he had just voiced!  But even in pronouncing this blessing, Jesus reminded Peter that he could take no credit for his insight.  He called him “Simon Barjona,” or Simon, son of Jonah, an ordinary man who in himself had no special spiritual discernment.
Jesus reminded Peter that his confession of faith came not from any human source but from the Father in heaven.  Neither reason nor intuition could account for this insight; it had to be revealed.
Humans can take no credit for their relationship with God or the theological basis for it.  God reveals His truth so that no one has an occasion to boast of his understanding.  Jesus blessed Peter not for brilliance but for his faith.
B.   PROPHECY ABOUT THE CHURCH (Matthew 16:18-19)
“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

The further declaration of Jesus in this passage has elicited several different interpretations.  Much of the controversy has arisen over the tendency of some to exalt Peter as the foundation “rock” on whom the church is built.  In contrast to this, some maintain that the rock here is Christ, while others say it is the confession Peter had just made.
So Jesus did have Peter in mind when He spoke of the rock on which He would build His church – but not his human abilities.  He had already clarified that when He called him Simon.  Rather, He referred to the God-given, rocklike faith that had produced his brilliant confession.  On this faith, Jesus would build His church, and Peter, the first to display it, would be prominent in its foundation.  But others would join him in this faith and become part of this foundation as well.
Jesus looked forward to when His church would begin.  He also prophesied that it would succeed – “the gates of Hell (Hades) shall not prevail against it.”  His use of “gates” indicates the church storms Satan’s fortresses and frees his captives.

In his church Peter would play a vital role.  Jesus would give Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  Peter would use the keys this way – first at Pentecost to present the gospel to the Jews (Acts 2-3) and later to preach to Cornelius and the Gentiles (Acts 10).

Jesus also gave Peter governing powers in the church.  The terms “bind” and “loose” were Jewish legal terms.  Legislatively, binding meant prohibiting an act, and loosing meant permitting it.  Judicially, binding meant declaring guilty and punishable, while loosing meant declaring free.

In these verses, Jesus gave Peter these powers in the church.  But this did not make him a dictator for two reasons.  First, these powers were later extended to the rest of the apostles (Matthew 18:18).  Second, the Greek verb tense, future perfect, should read “shall have been bound” and “shall have been loosed.”  This means the apostles could govern and render judgments only according to the principles God had already established in heaven.

C.  An injunction to silence (Matthew 16:20)
“Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.”  
Jesus concluded this extraordinary conversation with Peter by forbidding the Twelve to tell others that He was the Messiah.  He probably did this because others would not have the spiritual insight to understand what messiah-ship entailed.  He especially did not want them to expect a political movement to overthrow the Romans.
III.   A Misunderstanding About the Messiah (Matthew 16:21-23)

A.  Jesus’ prophecy (Matthew 16:21)
“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.”
Peter’s confession marked a turning point in Jesus’ teaching of the disciples.  Now that they had acknowledged His messiah-ship, he needed to give them a more realistic view of what the road to the kingdom entailed.  So now He began to tell them of His death and resurrection  “Began” is a key word, because the Twelve could not digest this unpleasant teaching all at once.
B.  Peter’s objection (Matthew 16:22)
“Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.”

All this talk about the death of Jesus was too much for Peter.  Seemingly without even hearing about Jesus’ resurrection, he took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.  What Jesus prophesied did not fit Peter’s image of the Messiah.  So he said, “This shall not (never) be unto thee.”  How could “the Son of the living God” (vs. 16) be put to death on the cross?
Peter loved Jesus greatly and trusted Him unreservedly; so he could not bear to hear Him speak this way.  But he still did not understand all that it meant for Jesus to be the Messiah.

C.  Jesus’ rebuke (Matthew 16:23)
“But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me: for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.”

Jesus delivered a sharp rebuke to His own disciple.  The person He had just pronounced “blessed” (vs. 17) He now called “Satan” (vs. 23).  Recognizing that His great adversary was using Peter to dissuade Him from His atoning work.  He told him, “Get thee behind me,” or “Get out of My sight!”  Furthermore, as Jesus had commended Peter; He now called him an “offense” (vs. 23), or stumbling block.
Peter was thinking from a human point of view, not God’s point of view.  The cross was absolutely essential in God’s plan.  To even suggest that Jesus avoid it was a snare along the road to redemption.

How easy it is to be the mouthpiece of God one moment and the mouthpiece of Satan the next!  Let us beware of trying to tell Jesus what He must do.

General Comments related to the Lesson:
· The question all people must answer is: Who is Jesus?  (Matthew 16:13).
· In the face of much confusion, we must clearly proclaim Jesus as God the Son (vs. 14-16).
· Our job is to proclaim Christ: only God can bring understanding and faith (vs. 17).
· As long as we, the church, are doing God’s work in God’s way, we cannot fail (vs. 18-19).
· Jesus’ death makes no sense to those who are focused on the here and now (vs. 20-22).
· When our minds are on the things of this world, the devil can easily deceive us (vs. 23).
· Caesarea Philippi was located several miles north of the Sea of Galilee, in the territory ruled by the tetrarch Philip.  The influence of Greek and Roman culture was everywhere, and pagan temples and idols abounded.  When Philip became tetrarch, he rebuilt and renamed the city after the emperor (Caesar) and himself.  The city was originally called Caesarea, the same name as the capital city of his brother Herod’s territory.  

· The disciples answered Jesus’ question with the common view – that Jesus was one of the great prophets come back to life.  This belief may have stemmed from Deuteronomy 18:18, where God said he would raise up a prophet from among the people.  Peter, however, confessed that Jesus is divine as the promised and long-awaited Messiah.  If Jesus asked you this question, how would you answer?  Is he your Lord and Messiah/Savior?
· The rock upon which Jesus would build his church has been identified as: (1) Jesus himself (his work of salvation by dying for us on the cross), (2) Peter (the first great leader in the church at Jerusalem), (3) the confession of faith that Peter gave and that all subsequent true believers would five.  It seems most likely that the rock refers to Peter as the leader of the church (for his function, not necessarily his character).  Just as Peter had revealed the true identify of Christ, so Jesus revealed Peter’s identity and role.
· Later, Peter reminds Christians that they are the church built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ as the chief corner stone (1st Peter 2:4-6).  All believers are joined into the church by faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, the same faith that Peter expressed here.  Jesus praised Peter for his confession of faith.  It is faith like Peter’s that is the foundation of Christ’s kingdom.
· Jesus warned the disciples not to publicize Peter’s confession, because they did not yet fully understand the kind of Messiah he had come to be – not a military commander but a suffering servant.  They needed to come to a full understanding of Jesus and their mission as disciples before they could proclaim it to others in a way that would not start a rebellion.  They would have a difficult time understanding what Jesus came to do until his earthly mission was complete.
· Peter, Jesus’ friend and devoted follower who had just eloquently proclaimed his true identity, sought to protect him from the suffering he prophesied.  But if Jesus hadn’t suffered and died, Peter (and we) would have died in his sins.  Great temptations can come from those who love us and seek to protect us.  Be cautious of advice from a friend who says, “Surely, God doesn’t want you to face this.”  Often our most difficult temptations come from those who are only trying to protect us from pain and discomfort.

· In his wilderness temptations, Jesus heard the message that he could achieve greatness without dying (4:6).  Now he heard the same message from Peter.  Peter had just recognized Jesus as the Messiah, now, however, he forsook God’s perspective and evaluated the situation from a human one.  Satan is always trying to get us to leave God out of the picture.  Jesus had to rebuke Peter for this human attitude.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Questions from the Lesson:

1. Where were Jesus and the Twelve when the conversation in our lesson took place?
2. What varying opinions did the crowds have about Jesus?
3. Why was it important that the disciples form convictions about Jesus?
4. What did Peter mean when he said Jesus was the Christ?
5. What was the source of Peter’s great confession?
6. What rocklike characteristic did Jesus find in Peter?
7. What is the church Jesus is building?  When did it begin?
8. How did Peter later use the keys to the kingdom of heaven?
9. What did Jesus begin to prophesy at this point in His ministry?
10. Why did Peter rebuke Jesus?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Book of Matthew
Chapter 16:13-23
Verse 13

[13] When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

And Jesus coming — There was a large interval of time between what has been related, and what follows. The passages that follow were but a short time before our Lord suffered. Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18.

Verse 14

[14] And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

Jeremiah, or one of the prophets — There was at that time a current tradition among the Jews, that either Jeremiah, or some other of the ancient prophets would rise again before the Messiah came.

Verse 16

[16] And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Peter — Who was generally the most forward to speak.

Verse 17

[17] And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Flesh and blood — That is, thy own reason, or any natural power whatsoever.

Verse 18

[18] And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

On this rock — Alluding to his name, which signifies a rock, namely, the faith which thou hast now professed; I will build my Church - But perhaps when our Lord uttered these words, he pointed to himself, in like manner as when he said, Destroy this temple, John 2:19; meaning the temple of his body. And it is certain, that as he is spoken of in Scripture, as the only foundation of the Church, so this is that which the apostles and evangelists laid in their preaching. It is in respect of laying this, that the names of the twelve apostles (not of St. Peter only) were equally inscribed on the twelve foundations of the city of God, Revelation 21:14.

The gates of hell — As gates and walls were the strength of cities, and as courts of judicature were held in their gates, this phrase properly signifies the power and policy of Satan and his instruments.

Shall not prevail against it — Not against the Church universal, so as to destroy it. And they never did. There hath been a small remnant in all ages.

Verse 19

[19] And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven — Indeed not to him alone, (for they were equally given to all the apostles at the same time, John 20:21,22,23;) but to him were first given the keys both of doctrine and discipline. He first, after our Lord's resurrection, exercised the apostleship, Acts 1:15. And he first by preaching opened the kingdom of heaven, both to the Jews, Acts 2:14 etc., and to the Gentiles, Acts 10:34 etc. Under the term of binding and loosing are contained all those acts of discipline which Peter and his brethren performed as apostles: and undoubtedly what they thus performed on earth, God confirmed in heaven. Matthew 18:18.

Verse 20

[20] Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

Then charged he his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ — Jesus himself had not said it expressly even to his apostles, but left them to infer it from his doctrine and miracles. Neither was it proper the apostles should say this openly, before that grand proof of it, his resurrection. If they had, they who believed them would the more earnestly have sought to take and make him a king: and they who did not believe them would the snore vehemently have rejected and opposed such a Messiah.

Verse 21

[21] From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

From that time Jesus began to tell his disciples, that he must suffer many things — Perhaps this expression, began, always implied his entering on a set and solemn discourse. Hitherto he had mainly taught them only one point, That he was the Christ. From this time he taught them another, That Christ must through sufferings and death enter into his glory.

From the elders — The most honorable and experienced men; the chief priests - Accounted the most religious; and the scribes - The most learned body of men in the nation. Would not one have expected, that these should have been the very first to receive him? But not many wise, not many noble were called.

Favor thyself — The advice of the world, the flesh, and the devil, to every one of our Lord's followers. Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22.

Verse 23

[23] But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

Get thee behind me — Out of my sight. It is not improbable, Peter might step before him, to stop him.

Satan — Our Lord is not recorded to have given so sharp a reproof to any other of his apostles on any occasion. He saw it was needful for the pride of Peter's heart, puffed up with the commendation lately given him. Perhaps the term Satan may not barely mean, Thou art my enemy, while thou fanciest thyself most my friend; but also, Thou art acting the very part of Satan, both by endeavouring to hinder the redemption of mankind, and by giving me the most deadly advice that can ever spring from the pit of hell.

Thou savourest not — Dost not relish or desire. We may learn from hence, 1. That whosoever says to us in such a case, Favour thyself, is acting the part of the devil: 2. That the proper answer to such an adviser is, Get thee behind me: 3. That otherwise he will be an offence to us, an occasion of our stumbling, if not falling: 4. That this advice always proceeds from the not relishing the things of God, but the things of men. Yea, so far is this advice, favour thyself, from being fit for a Christian either to give or take, that if any man will come after Christ, his very first step is to deny, or renounce himself: in the room of his own will, to substitute the will of God, as his one principle of action.
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